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ABSTRACT 


Hus  momffapb  ngtacs  that  a  strat^ic  center  of  gravity  analysis  is  tibe  primary  task  a  nation 
mmt  accoo^liA  befim  inrosecuting  a  war.  The  author,  LTC  Hoffinan,  uses  tte  Iran-Iraq  War 
as  a  vehicle  to  illustrate  how  such  a  strategic  analysis  might  be  done  and  Mdmt  hq)pens  v^ien 
natkms  fail  to  make  their  enemy’s  strategic  center  of  gravity  die  object  of  decisive  action  in 
war.  In  doing  so,  LTC  Hoffinan  presents  a  holistic  model  for  a  strat^ic  center  of  gravity  that 
can  be  used  as  both  an  analytic  a^  a  heuristic  tool.  Using  this  model  to  analyze  die  two 
belligetaats  in  dus  Icmg  and  fruhless  war,  he  demonstrates  the  thought  process  involved  in  the 
employment  of  his  five  necessary  condidons  of  a  center  of  gravity.  He  concludes  that 
strategic  craters  of  gravity  are  almost  invariably  craposite  systems  dutt  comprise  critical 
subconqxmrats  of  die  four  elements  of  national  power,  die  government,  die  military,  the 
polity,  and  the  economy. 
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No  imr  in  reoeot  histoiy  bettor  demoostFBtes  die  necessity  of  tying  tfa^ 
tibe  enemy's  oeoler  of  gtavily  to  the  achievement  of  pditkal  objectives  ttian  ttie  ban-baq 
War.  listing  neaifyd^  yearn  and  viituaUyesdiausting  both  oouttriesyttiis  war  was  a 
primer  on  ttie  adverse  impact  of  Ming  to  klenrify  aid  apply  dedav^  the  insttumeots  of 
national  powers  patkiilariy  die  militaQr-.  against  die  enemy's  stxategic  center  of  gravity. 
When  vvaning  nations  M  to  tie  dieir  pditical  ot^ecdves  to  die  military  means  ifa^  use;,  they 
can  bring  about  several  difident  bad  raScatnes  in  a  wa.  One  such  bad  outcome  is  a 
Uoodbadi  ^xhere  both  paties  fight  until  one  or  bodi  ^  because  of  pbyacal  arid  moral 
exhaustion.  In  die  Iran-faaq  War  this  is  exacdy  wha  happened.  If  nothing  dse^dds  conflict 
was  a  protracted  eMerdse  in  attrition  watfiae  dot  gamed  nddier  belligerem  the  satis&ctkn  of 
achieving  its  war  aims.  Bodi  countries  wcro  losers  in  this  conflict,  in  die  purest  sense. 

baq  and  Iran  bodi  paid  a  tienxndously  high  cost  in  dus  wa  because  they  Med  to 
understand  that  die  design  of  strategy  in  any  war  must  be  linked  inextrical^  fiom  die  top 
down.  Before  tEddng  any  other  steps  to  prosecute  a  war,  dre  leaders  of  a  warring  nation  must 
determine  the  pditical  ends  they  seek  and  the  potential  consequences  of  that  dedaorL  They 
dien  must  detennine  die  military  (Ajecdves  diat  will  achieve  diese  political  aims  and  identify 
die  resources  necessary  to  achieve  diem.  Key  in  dns  process  is  the  identification  of  die 
enemy's  strata  center  gravity,  for  it  will  be  the  liixhpin,  die  essential  driving  force,  of 
the  enemy's  war  effort  It  must  be  incapacitated,  disarticulated  or  destroyed  because  it  is  die 
grealest  enemy  doeat  to  didr  own  center  of  ^avity  and  the  most  powerful  obstruction  to  die 
achkvement  of  their  overall  pditical  aims  in  die  war.  Therefore,  the  dedgn  of  a  coherent 


and  c£fecth«  stialegjr  fir  mOitarily  deftatiag  the  eneoQr  and 

(fifiectivea  is  ooBtingert  vpaa  kfentifyiiig  the  eneny's  strategic  oenler  of  gravity  and  being 
able  to  lake  cledsh«  actioa  agrnnst  it  It  is  only  at  dns  point  fiiat  the  militvy  can  b^in  its 
operatkaul  desig^  and  campaign  pian^  ^filitaly  can^aigi  planners  naat  fiien  sedc 
mUitaor  objectives  that  diiectly  ocolribute  to  die  defeat,  disartkiilatioo,  or  patalysis  of  tbe 
enemy's  strategic  center  of  gravity.  Ibe  historians  of  the  Iian-Iiaq  War  give  no  indication 
that  eifiier  oouiiy  made  this  connection  or  attempted  to  petfixm  any  such  analysis  befiie  or 
doing  fee  war.  As  a  result  both  countries  paid  deariy  fir  this  omission. 

Befem  anafyang  Iran  and  Iraq's  respective  war  efforts  and  detennining  vfeere  fe^ 
each  went  wrong,  it  will  be  useftil  to  devdop  a  woridng  modei  feat  fad^  identify  and  define 
a  strati  oenler  of  gravity.  By  understmdii^  what  constitutes  a  genuine  center  gravity, 
natkmal  teaders  can  detennine  what  drives  fee  enemy's  war  effort  and  then  analyze  whether 
he  can  be  beaten,  given  their  own  national  resources.  If  fe^  are  eifeer  unwilling  or  unable  to 
assail  ferir  opponent's  center  of  gravity,  then  feey  probriify  hanv  no  business  fighting  fee 
war- unless  feere  is  no  other  option.  If  they  do  not  or  cannot  identify  fee  enemy's  center  ot 
cavity,  they  risk  flailing  about  wifeout  purpose  or  direction,  wasting  precious  resources  and 
teanan  Ufe  tiiat  they  cai  ill  afford  to  kne. 

OAllSEWnZANDTHEq^^ 

While  fee  term  "center  of  gravity"  originates  fiom  Clausewitz  in  his  bode.  On  War,  fae 
is  nrilher  e^)edally  ctear  nor  predse  in  defining  exactiy  what  criteria  an  entity  must  fidfiU  to 
be  considered  a  tnie  strategic  center  of  gravity.  Instead,  he  provides  us  wife  a  metaphor. 
Clausewitz  deserfees  fee  center  of  gravity  as  "fee  central  feature  of  tiie  enemy's  power"  and 
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the  Ixk  of  all  power  and  movqnent,  on  winch  evcQlhsig  depends...tbB  point  againsr  winch 
aB  oir  cDei9»  sIxMld  be 


Uter  C^uewiiz  inomdes  ad^tkind  dues  to  die  naiwe  or  a  oeota  (tf  gmvhy  by 
identifying  a  nunber  of  pciential  slcai^  centers  of  gras^  Here  he  indudes  die  cneniy's 
araay,  the  eneng^s  leadetdig]^  die  eneaiy's  capital,  die  army  of  die  enemy's  stronger  ally,  and 
die  pidilic  opinion  of  die  enemy  s  dttzeniy?  This  list  is  by  no  nvans  aU  inchisive;  but 


Ctousewitz  strong  suggests  diat  these  are  die  naost  likdy  canriktatcs  to  target  as  strat^ic 
centers  ci  gOMty  during  war. 


;ClNIllB(gGBAVnYAWP 


Inporiad  to  note  here  is  diat  Qiaisewitzfs  exanyiks  of  potential  strata  centers  of 
gravify  are  all  conyonent  parts  of  his  "remaricslde  trinify:''  die  government,  the  commander 
and  his  army,  and  die  peofde.  Gausewitz  ypears  to  be  stni^  hinting  dut  the  strata 
center  of  grandfy  is  found  somewhere  in  die  trhnfy.  ft  is  heis,  he  inylies,  inhere  die ''central 
feature  of  die  enenDys  power”  is  found.  This  feature  should  be  die  focus  of  all  strati  level 
efforts  in  the  war. 


In  modem  tiines  econondc  power  has  also  come  to  be  considered  as  one  the  na^ 
dements  of  national  power.  The  rise  of  huge,  industrial-based  national  economies  and  die 
prdiferatkn  of  noubmationai  corporations  latve  made  die  sustenoioe  and  ^owdi  of  a  heahhy 
eoonoiny  absc^ldy  essential  to  national  survival  and  certamly  a  vital  consideration  ^len  a 
nation  goes  to  war.  This  phenomenon  was  not  so  pronounced  in  Qausewitzfs  tim^  so  it  is 


*Cari  von  Gausewit^  On  War,  ed.  and  tzans,  by  Nfichad  Howard  and  Peter  Paret 
(Ptmceton,  NJ.:Prinoetoa  IMvettify  Press,  197^  S9S-6. 

*0x0^5%. 
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protMille  4iat  he  aUbar  did  not  ooosider  it  important  enougiii  to  be  mrJiifteH  in  fais  trioby  or, 
mae  likdy,  subsumed  it  under  the  government,  wfaidh  was  the  engine  of  a  nation's  eoonamy 
in  his  day.  Nooettidess,  it  should  be  included  as  a  separate  and  coequal  denoent  in  a  modem 
model. 

Four  migor  dements  of  a  nation  are  required  to  a  modem  war  suooessfiilly. 

They  fonn  ^lat  oouki  be  lalxled  a  nvxlem  Neo<!!lausewitzian  Quadrinity.  They  all  oe 
equally  essential  to  the  WEB- effort,  and  die  d»ence  of  any  one  of  these  dements  will  make  a 
war  untenable  lor  a  nation.  Instead  of  a  remaikdile  trinity,  we  now  have  a  quotet  oon^iosed 
d  (1)  a  govcMnMBtwillmg  to  prosecute  the  war,  (2)  a  Boffikay  capable  of  finding  it,  (3)  a 
pt^adaoe  that  will  saqiport  it  or  cannot  stop  it,  and  (4)  an  eemoiny  or  industrial  base  that  can 
siqjport  h. 

Each  of  these  dements  should  be  conddered  as  a  com|dex  system  or  structure  that,  in 
reality,  iidersects  and  inberlodks  widi  the  other  dsee  (see  Figure  1).  All  four  demental 


agnslenu  are  oonipoaed  of  linlnges  and  nodes  tiiat  ^ 

pretkiiiar  simclure.  E¥ay  demeolal  system  inlarecls  and  nierioGiGS  wiifa  the  ote  tfaree. 
Tbus,  lirdcages  and  nodreoftm  tk  togedier  two  ormcic  of  the  fotg  dcmenta]  systems  (see 
Fi9xe2).  As  a  result,  the  boundaries  between  the  dcmcntal  systems  are  usually  indistin^ 

Id  most  ooiaitrie  dm  is  niKii  ovodap  between  these  ^^tODs,  so  it  b  difBcult  to  isolate  any 
one  of  them  as  a  pure  entity.  As  a  result,  a  strategic  ocoter  of  gtandly  of  a  oountiy  may  often 
be  ftxind  where  one  or  rriore  of  these  systems  intersect  In  &ct,  this  may  be  the  case  more 
likdy  than  rut  given  the  nature  of  modem  cybernetic  systems,  the  idatkiwhips  between 
gfwemrttfrts  anrf  fhair  penptg,  the  retatkwrfMp  between  oonsideratkins  of  government  and 

economy,  and  SO  ftxdL 
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There  are  ocoditions  peculiar  to  each  oounhy  that  define  ifac  exact  idadondi^ 
between  there  lour  demenlal  ^'Sterns  of  die  neo-Clausew'itzian  Quadrinity  IhekiiidQf 
govenmoere  and  die  pacticiilar  fi3im  eoononiy  tihat  aie  fi}und  in  a  oouiaiy  wiU  oertainfy 
affect  die  intenelapODdqps.  Moreover,  the  social,  ethical,  cultural,  idigioiis,  edmic,  and 
educational  values  of  the  pdity  will  affect  the  nadon's  pditkal  oohesiveness,  its  economic 
capacity,  and  its  Ibree  structure  and  warfi^iting  ability.  How  tedoiologically  advanced  a 
oounhy  is  md  the  devdopment  of  its  infiastructiae  will  also  sigpificantfy  affect  the  strength 
and  cohesion  of  the  entire  national  ^'stem.  Furdiecmoie,  the  relationship  of  the  mUitaiy  to 
bodi  the  government  and  the  people  will  also  affect  the  relationship  of  the  overall  systeno. 
Finally,  die  media  and  modem  oommurrications  systems  can  have  a  mqor  impact  on  die 
coherence  and  ooheskn  of  the  nation  staters  entire  system. 

The  seardi  fir  a  strat^ib  center  of  gnwity  b^hs  widi  an  exaooination  of  the 
quadbinity  to  see  what  die  power  relationsh^  ate  between  the  demental  systems  and  ^efa 
of  die  systems-  or  portions  of  systems-  ippear  to  be  the  souoe  of  stxengdi  and  hence  the 
catafyst  for  gdng  to  war.  Invatiab^  the  impetus  for  starting  and  then  continuing  the  war  can 
ultirnatdy  be  traced  back  to  a  tdativdy  anall  portion  of  the  overall  systern.  It  will  be  here  in 
this  portkxi  of  die  system-  the  center  of  gravity-  that  die  unity,  oohesiveness,  and  coherence 
of  die  war  effert  is  generated.  It  will  also  be  here  where  the  war  will  take  on  its  particular 
direction  and  character.  lypicalty,  in  modem  states  this  source  area,  die  center  of  gravity, 
will  be  where  two  or  more  ^rstons  intersect  because  critical  nodes  and  linkages  in  this  area 
will  tie  together  and  direct  the  effort  of  the  entire  system.  For  a  nation  to  fight  a  successfiil 
modem  war,  it  has  to  harness,  focus,  and  preserve  all  four  elemental  ^^stems.  Without  the 
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ccatar  of  gaerity,  Ifac  entire  natknal  system  comes  apart,  or  the  war  efibit  comes  to  a  halt  and 
dien  ceases. 

If  tvm  or  more  nadom  fisjht  togedier  in  an  alliance^  the  anafyst  must  look  for  the 
fWninHte  anmmft  nf  rtrangth  in  thft  alliance  The  Center  of  gHMty  of  Ifae  alliance  may  wdl 
reside  within  die  national  system  of  the  dommant  partner,  as  Clausewitz  suggests.  However, 
die  center  of  ^avity  may  also  be  fixnd  in  die  miifiirily  shared  suhsyrtems  of  the  nations 
committed  to  die  alliance.  Alliances  require  die  interweaving  of  die  constituent  nation^ 
dements  of  national  power  to  make  die  alliance  viaUe.  Iherefbre^  diey  will  share  economic 
resources,  coahtkn  dedskxHnddng  reqxnsdjflides,  command  and  control  capabilities,  key 
stiat^  weapon  systems,  and  stiat^  inteOigenoe  acquisition  systems  among  odiets. 
Moreover,  di^  will  mdd  tfadr  armed  feioes  to  maximize  I3aek  collective  combat  power. 
Admitted^,  the  process  of  analyzing  a  coalition's  strategic  center  of  gravity  will  probably  be 
more  conqilex  and  difBcult  dian  that  &r  a  sing^  natioa  Nonediekss»  the  basic  principles  fcr 
such  an  analysis  will  hdd  true  to  die  modd  described  in  thb  pqier. 

Oden  two  or  more  cmdidates  for  an  enemy  strata  center  of  gravity  will  present 
diemsdves  under  such  an  inittal  analysis.  Itbattfabjunctixedialdieanatystneedsatoolto 
refine  his  list  candidates  and  narrow  diem  down  to  die  absdute  mmimum,  hopefiilfy  just 
one.  Oausewhz  underlines  dns  pdnt  when  he  says  that  the ’’first  ta8k...idanning  fir  a  war  is 
to  identify  die  enemy's  centers  of  gravity,  and  if  possible  trace  them  bade  to  a  singile  one.”^ 

A  definitifln  gives  the  anafyst  a  tool  to  acconplish  dus  task.  Henc^  it  is  important  to 
devdop  a  rigorous  definhkn  fix*  a  center  of  gcav^  that  will  cull  all  die  pretenders  and  leave 
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As  mdkatal  atefve^  Qtaaemaiz  b  not  as  precbe  as  he  mijlit  be  aboitt  ckaity 
a  center  df  gravity.  %  describing  it  as hub  aU  power  and  inovement,'*  he  suggests 
diat  it  is  the  single  most  important  ekment  oi  the  enemy's  power,  the  element  around  ^ncfa 
he  builds  fais  war  effort  it  die  enemy's  ^^stem  wiU  odlafne  and  diea  come  ^xat, 

much  like  a  wheel  under  a  toad  when  its  hub  disiiirpgrates.  Widxwt  the  bub  die  enemy 
cannot  achieve  its  overall  political  otgectives  in  the  war,  and  hence  probeMy  camot  '^vin"  the 
war.  Destruetton,  rfisatticulariaa  or  pandysis  of  die  enemy's  center  of  gravity,  in  idl 
probability,  will  assiae  the  strategic  leaders  of  a  warily  natioQ  diat  thqr  can  achieve  their 
aims. 

If  the  enemy's  leadership  Imows  diat  a  poticular  system  or  element  is  dm  lid)  or 
linchpm  of  dieh  vnr  efiRit,  dm  die  noogrition  of  its  toss  wiU  convince  diem  diat  die  war 
can  no  toi^  be  won  and  will  inevitBl^  be  tost  Their  will  to  oordimie  the  war  will  be 
brolmifdiey  are  rational,  or  it  will  beooineiiielevant  to  the  outooine  of  the  war.  Ifdieir 
wiU  to  continue  fisblmg  has  been  broken,  dien  diey  will  not  be  lik^  to  renew  the  conflict  at 
least  not  in  die  nev  term  after  die  war.  If  a  secure  peace  can  be  obtained  fiom  die  enemy, 
dm  a  nation  is  in  a  position  to  diaqigrige  once  fts  pditical  aims  have  been  adneved. 

The  crdtoal  dement  in  diis  disengagement  is  the  aCamninit  of  a  "secure  peace." 
Obtainti^  a  secure  peace  h  niore  than  nMrefy  achkving  die  staled  mmoediaSs  obfectives  of 
diewsr.  It  h  essentialfy  preventative  and  proactive  in  naUxe  m  diat  a  secure  peace  dimmales 
conditions  over  die  tong  term  diat  could  renew  the  conflict  Qeai^  die  nexus  of  diis  state 
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wiQ  ham  been  decisive  actioD  4gnost  eoenQ^s  stnl^  center  ^  Oofylhe 

destnictiai^  dbartkidiiioa,  (T  pacsfysis  of  die  enemy's  oenia  of  geBR%  has  tbb 
impact  on  tfaeeneaay.  Bii  liddeli  Hart  captured  this  idea  \weU  in  his  semmal  woric. 


Ihe  otgect  in  a  w  is  to  attain  a  better  peace-  even  if  onfy  fiom  your 
own  point  of  view.  Hmce  it  is  essential  to  conduct  war  with  constant 
fc^ml  to  die  peace  you  desiie...[Tpie  prolongation  o£..policy  dirough 
die  war  hto  ^  sifanq^ent  peace  must  ahwi^  be  bonK  in  mind.  A 
State  wAikfa  expends  im  stRngdi  to  die  poim  of  eidhausdon  badoupts  its 
owQ  pcdky  and  future. 

you  conoentiate  exduan^  on  vktefy,  with  no  dioug^  of  the 
afier-efifecti  you  mi^  be  too  exhausted  to  profit  by  die  peaces  wiale  it  is 
afanost  certain  that  peace  will  be  a  bad  one,  containing  the  gemis  of 
anodierwar.^ 

Ibe  fbrqimng  discussion  can  be  encapsulated  m  a  set  of  necessary  and  sufScknt 
conditions  diat  define  a  strat^c  center  of  gravity.  Ihe  modd  beiow  captures  die  essence  of 
a  center  of  gravity.  Any  etenxnt  or  system  diat  is  a  center  of  gravity  ought  to  fiilfill  all  die 
listed  criteria,  and  any  system  that  fidfilis  all  die  defining  criteria  oi^  ri^htfiilfy  be  called  a 
strat^c  center  of  gravity.  A  genuine  strategic  center  of  gravity  needs  to  meet  all  five  of  the 
fidkfwiiig  definhi^  coriditioiis.^ 


finwnmnw  l:  it  is  an  dement  or  subsystem  of  a  nation  that  is  dearly  a 
niajor  nafioiBl  strength,  and  die  nafion  cannot  generate,  harness,  and  control  its 
war  effort  widiout  it  AU  dte  natkii's  pditkal  ol:gectives  in  die  war  are 
predkxted  upon  and  driven  by  its  existence  as  a  stiengdi. 


^JHL  Lidddl  Hart,  Strategy.  (New  York:  Frederide  A  Fraser,  Publishers,  1954),  366. 

^This  definition  is  a  oonfxisite  drawn  fiom  my  own  sttxty  and  the  ideas  of  Qausewit^ 
Coloiid  Lamar  Todte,  Colof^  V^lliam  Metidd,  md  Colonel  Lawrence  l22X>.  See  also 
Lawrence  L  Izzo,  "The  Center  cf  Gravity  is  Not  an  Achilles  Hed,"  in  Military  Review  68 
(Jul  88)  and  Vl^lliam  W.  Mendd  and  La^  Tooke,  "Operatiotial  Logic:  Selecting  die  Center 
of  nnwity."  Militav  Review  73  (Jun  93). 
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CXfTOIIlB^  destrac^ii^  disattkulaticn,  or 

Qwwirtwg  and  detoioratiiig  efiect  on  ^  natko^s  ab^  to  prosecute  the  vm 

and  adbieve  its  stnl^  objectives. 

OnWDfl^llS:  Its  destruction,  daartkailation.  or  paralysis  allrww  Ac  msimifB 

enaaoy  to  attain  its  stiat^k  goi^ 

ODWM11QPL4:  Its  destraction,  disarticuladoa,  or  parafysbeidier  breaks  the 
nadomd  leadash^s  iwiU  to  oontmue  the  w  or  mdcn  t^  to  cootinue 
the  war  irrekvant 

CCMWnOBLS:  Its  destniction,  disarticidatioo,  or  parafysis  creates  the 
ooi^ons  for  a  secure  peace  and  fiiure  regiooal  securiQr  that  allows  a  waning 
nadon  to  disengage  wiAout  ftar  of  ifae  enemy  renewing  the  conflict 

Once  the  stral^  teadem  of  a  nadon  haK«  identified  die  enemy's  center  of  gcBvity, 
dieir  prefect  is  not  yet  comi^tete.  For  now  diey  must  determine  wiiedier  diey  can  actual)^ 
attack  it  and  in  some  way  destroy,  disankulate,  or  pacafyze  it  Here  time  plays  a  critical  rofe, 
particulaily  if  it  is  a  constrain  on  dieir  actions.  Omalfytmie  wiUbea&ctor  inHgdtoftfae 
enemy  or  his  allies' capabilities  to  petfiim  a  critical  action  or  actions  agaiint  them.  However, 
it  is  also  relevant  in  terms  of  how  long  tfa^  can  pursue  the  war  before  they  reach  dieir 
culminating  point  Here  time  is  related  to  how  long  dieir  physical  and  moral  resources  will 
last  Qdmination  is  critical  to  consider  because  when  it  occurs,  the  enemy  has  time  to 
recover  and  regenerate  his  center  of  gravity  if  it  has  been  damaged. 

Also  critical  to  consider  is  dieir  ability  to  protect  dieir  own  strat^ic  center  of  gravity 
while  goii^  afier  the  enemy's.  ^Vhen  considering  decisive  militaty  action  agahnt  the  enemy's 
center  of  gravity,  diey  need  to  determine  whether  diey  esqiose  their  own  to  attack  and 
destruction.  If  diejrdc^diendiey  must  wdgh  die  ride  involved.  Ihat  is,  they  should  make  a 
strategic  cost-bermfit  analysis  by  weighing  the  gains  they  could  make  against  their  possible 
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leases. 

iDfaereot  ffi  tfnr  analysis  aboukl  be  a  ck»e  oonskferalkii  of  hovir 
fanlysis  of  tiie  eoeflaiy's  oealer  of  will  affect  tfie  eneniy  and  the  post'^onflict  worid 
Older.  For  exmyjk;  will  the  destniction  of  die  enemy's  oeoler  of  gravity  cause  the  enenry  to 
ocdlapse  worse  dian  they  iolend?  WillacomirfeteocdlapseofdiBeneay  imhewarcreslea 
power  vacuum  in  the  r^kn  and  invite  anodier  oatioo  even  more  mbucal  to  dieff 
interests  to  fill  the  vacuum?  If  so,  diey  need  to  rethink  what  it  is  they  intend  to  do  to  the 
center  of  grandty  in  fight  of  dieirp(rfitical  goeb  and  envisiooed  end  state.  It  may  be  die  case 
that  merely  renderii^  the  center  of  gxvity  meffbedve  during  the  war  will  suffice  to  achieve 
dnr  objectives  in  die  war. 

Another  undesicable  effect  na^  be  the  provocation  of  other  nations  to  pariicqpate  in 
dieoQaflictagainsttheminsaaieway,dieRhy  escalating^  wideniiig  or  pndonging  the  wv.  A 
third  party  narion  need  not  dirBct  anned  force  against  thenw  allhoii^  it  well  ooQld~  to 
bdster  die  enemy's  cause  and  harm  dieiis.  ft  could  use  pcdidcal  or  economic  measures  to 
undenmne  dnr  efforts  i^ainst  die  enemy  or  he^  the  enemy  in  soine  odier  tangdile  way. 
Accordingly,  diey  must  consider  die  impact  of  their  strata,  not  only  upon  their  enemy  but 
also  ifion  any  interested  dnd  party  nation  dn  has  not  yet  beoocne  invdved  in  the  oonfiict 

The  sum  effect  of  making  an  anatyris  fike  the  otie  just  si^gested  should  render  a  fidr 
^ea  of  dnr  probability  of  success  and  the  price  dxy  will  fikety  have  to  pay  to  attain  success. 
If  diey  cannot  or  wifi  not  destroy,  disartndate;,  or  paratyze  die  enemy's  center  of  gravity  for 
sound  mifitary,  pditical,  or  economic  reasorn,  then  diey  ou^  to  look  long  and  hard  at 
whednr  they  should  even  enter  the  war  in  die  fiist  place.  Again,  this  kind  of  analysis  deals 
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Certainly  a  oatkiifs  ioBixIity  or  UDRwlliQgDeaB  to  destroy* 
cnBBy*s  cenig  of  gpw^  suggests  fliatk  is  ddigcocfioBtad  by  MiMwmnaMe  war  ifait  it 
OQglg  not  <»  tiiBt  is  docnied  to  devolve  nio  a  OQsdy  imr  of  adritkii  tbst  witt  bM 
iwinto  cr  cae  Ifaiit  leads  to  ociiseqiieDoa  that  gs  beyond  its  ixditical  objectives  tor  dw  ^ 
nstioii  dbout  to  cnlMk  m  a  wv  01^  to  give  diis  tost  poiat  dose  and  csRfid 
ooBskfcration.  As  Clausewitz  hn  warned,  a  nstioo  oug^  to  know  the  kind  of  vvar  it  is 

onrtHtftoting.  Certain^  hag  should  have  ctariy  infastood  the  kind  of  war  it  vwb  startnig 
Dcsdre  *— us  aepicnwg  itwi  ooensive  bbo  nan  ana  insusaing  one  or  nie  iCBigest  am 
most  fiuideas  wars  of  dus  oeotoiy.  ban,  in  tun,  aindd  have  belter  undeestoodte 
lanaficalions  of  ilsonwMities  and  objeodves  in  die  war  as  well,  fbr  its  partkidar  leqponse  to 
baqfs  invasku  cacaiaeed  and  laokaiged  dto  war  ibr  viftoalfy  m  pofitical  g  inUilaiy  ggia 


i:  <  8’.^»bi«hV/.v*;of  r  ^ rvi  >b  i  >:■:<>  i  ^  :<  r.^ H  t~.  « U i 


The  banteq  W«  was  the  cufannalkn  of  sevend  decades  of  aniaganiam  between  the 
twooaunbies.  ^Whitediey  have  lad  shaqicultual,  political  and  icligtousdiffenenoes  over  the 
certuies^  Saddam  Husseitf  s  inanediato  latkiate  fir  initiating  die  vwr  can  be  disoovend  in 
dto  eventt  dnt  tian^ued  over  die  two  decades  diat  pnoeded  the  war.  baqfs  justification  fir 
going  to  wsr  leaU^  levcdve  around  two  mnn  ^ievanoes:  (1)  deputes  over  tenitorid  dahns 
along  die  fionlier  between  die  two  oomtries,  die  moat  important  bcmg  over  die  Shatt-aKAiab 
Waterway,  and  (2)  teal  and  daeatened  banian  pditkal  and  religious  intetferenoe  in  die 
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Semd  audiaR  liBve  a^ied  tfaflt  a  militHt  and  ho^ 

9Q¥eannt  id  inn  wv  liie  mne  aerious  ciinm  of  the  tvm  as  the  b»  gaawnni^ 
made  aiiiite  gntiass  to  indicate  das  it  iiiended  to  uodemaoB  and  inig  down  IfaB 
Hussein  gavemneoL  mtrfrlr  nf  thnr  srtinm  unrir  ttr  nttrmprrd  nmnwiinsrinii  nf 

Deputy  Itanier  Tanq  Asoz  in  April  1990i»  Inrian  support  firilie  imp  KurIs,  and  wMawhJ 
sifiport  lor  die  SUito  undei^Quad  mowoKnt  in  ba^ 

took  a  nundier  of  inanediate  nieasuRs  abort  of  war  to  dnwrt  tbe  innians. 
Included  in  these  measuKS  were  a  number  of  political  and  security  nieasures  to  suppress  or 


ana  support  enons  id  unaenDuie  me  Monieiitt  rqpng  naougn  peDpaganna  ano  oy  anenopoi^ 
to  disaeditit  publicly.  Momivv,  das  period  witnessed  a  sigrificant  buildup  of  Iraqi 
nauuay  capspiByiiaBB^nBgorsBBaspurenases  ana  large  auaeases  aiuientanoerfH^  ai2t» 

ADO  SBCUbD  01  r8  OOuDK  KKBHDSD& 

I'kaieofdK  actions  meorioned  above  caused  die  baniiDS  to  desist  bstead,  th^  had 
pist  ine  opposwe  cneci  incy  ^aaiea  me  i»«ntai«  to  usensiiy  ine  aotouenng  **™»»** 
Saddam  Husseinfs  jdedge  to  avenge  die  assasrinarion  attenyt  agsiuBt  Tareq  Ass 
Ayatollah  Khoonni  to  piMuly  enoounge  Irarp  Shiites  to  oiverilaow  die  Hussein  Regime. 
TMs  opedydaeatening  act  was  fidkwed  by  a  laanber  of  odar  statements  aodievdations 


^ChaimHccio^  "Ahfilitaiiy-jMm  in  The  Iran-Itaq  War  faipar*  anH 

Tnyii«aion«  ed.  EUl  Kacdi  (New  Yoric  St  Mar^s  Fress^  1969X  2S7.  See  also  Anlfaaoy 
H  Coidesman  and  Abndiam  It  Wagper,  The  LcMMBflfMBdemWk  Volume 
hag  War.  (Boulder,  Oa  Westview  Ftess,  1990X  31-3. 
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firSlntegicSlud^  1987X  12. 
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pffyvi  iMf  pirfiMteri  hy  hnwter  rJa^  nf  mcreflalng  wterwi^  hefaween  the  two  iwiinnw. 

Foifid  lilit  he  ooldd  not  win  a  ppotracted  prapag^nda  war  or  sustam  a  secamigjy  cadkas 
series  of  bcider  dashes,  Hussein  apparaidy  &it  by  the  auDomcr  of  1980  dnt  he  had  no 
leocxise  bit  to  stanch  the  hanian  tlieat  tiioiigh  the  fixoe  of  arms. 

hfilitarily,  Iran  k)olQed  inanineatly  beatabfe  to  the  Severd  &ctcxs  oonliibuted 
to  this  peroeptiaa  The  senior  kadeesfa^  of  die  baman  anned  fines  had  been  gutted  by 
repeated  purges.  Moreover,  troop  streng^  in  existing  inils  had  dwindled  alanningb^  to  a 
litde  over  fibBy  percent  of  their  prerevolutioriaiystieogd^  Much  of  die  dedine  stemned 
firm  desertiom  resulting  finom  adverse  rrieasures  the  government  had  rqmdedfy  taken  against 
the  reguhr  army.  Understandd)^,  morale  was  low  as  wdl,  and  ttahang  was  substandard. 
Finaify,  the  departure  of  Aneerican  rnaintenanoe  oontractors  and  the  dkying  up  of  the 
>kneiican  rcpafi  parts  sigpfy  system  brought  about  die  ri|]id  and  debililaliqg  deterioraCion  m 
operationd  readmess  of  die  banian  ooinfcat  vefaide  and  airGcaft  fleets.  Ejqxrtestanaiesofdii 
banianfs  overall  operational  rewfiness  rates  vary  somewhat  but  most  esriinates  hover  around 
die  fi%  percent  figure^  certainfy  a  very  low  figure  dnt  indicales  diet  ban  was  not  prqjered  t( 
fight  a  war  with  baq.’ 

The  banians'  was  fiadier  worsened  by  the  creation  of  Revdutionary  Guard 
units  (die  Fasdaran  and  Basij)  as  a  sqnrate  but  equd  militBry  fixoe  that  competed  widi  the 


*lbid.,  11-2.  See  also  Shdiam  Cfadbin  and  Charles  Tr^  Tran  and  bag  at  War.  (Boukla 
CX):  Westview  Press,  1988X  26-7.  Sm  dao  Stephen  C.  PefieticKL  The  Iran^  War  Qiaos 
m  a  Vawim  (Ncw  Yorfc  Ptaeger  Publishers,  1992X  31. 

’Edgar  OBdlance^  The  Gulf  War.  (London:  Bcassey's  Defiaioe  Publishers,  1988X  20. 

See  also  Cordesman  and  Wagner,  34-S. 


ip^dfranny.  These  faces,  qxofy  liostife  and  resistant  to  llie  kadoship  and  guiilBiioe  of  tte 
rqtilar  anny,  came  inder  their  own  command  and  oootid  stnicture  winch  M  dhectfy  under 
dreCMidRevotutiknaiy  CcxnnBtkeofIfae  They  tardy  cooperated  with  the 

tegular  araiiy  or  Idkiwed  dre  orders  of  its  leadees.  This  djysfiinctional  idationidiip 
cxBoertxied  tbe  banian  mOitaiys  and  made  them  appear  rqre  for  a  quick  odlapse. 

)Miik  die  h»p  army  was  no  paragon  of  militacy  competence  and  teadmess  itself  its 
readiness  and  wartinre  potential  exceeded  that  of  die  hanians  in  just  alxjut  every  coinpeiaUe 
category.  Their  relative  strengdi  was,  in  many  ways,  quite  great  So^  while  their  general 
oonfqieterioe  has  been  called  into  ^lestion  dnoe  die  war  by  many  pundits,  they  were  probddy 
die  superior  force  of  die  two  at  die  outset  of  die  war.  There  is  no  doubt  diat,  by  western 
stoidards,  die  h»p  militaiy  stniclure  lacked  cornpetenoe,  adequate  darning,  arid  mastery  of 
ba^  skilk  in  many  ways.  The  fict  tenoains,  however,  diat  they  had  a  number  of 
quantitative  arid  ^lalitative  advanti^  over  d»  banians  dxy  invaded,  arid  diose 
advantages  should  have  made  naore  of  a  (fifioenoe  in  the  final  outooine  of  the  war  than  they 
did.  Perfiaps  the  fatpii  na^  fidlings  in  ana^zii^  the  banians  lay  in  dieb  findanfimtal 
misreading  of  banian  otgecdves  in  the  war  and  didr  gross  imderestimation  of  the  banians^ 
resflkricy  aid  deternmnatkxL  They  did  not  give  full  import  to  the  galvanizing  effect  of 
attacking  a  revrdutioriay  governnrertt  looted  in  militant  Islanmcfiindanientalism.  Thebattack, 
instead  of  gMiwng  die  disini^mdon  of  die  banian  pditical  and  mifitary  systems,  strengthened 
diem  and  hardened  dieb  resolve  not  to  be  defeated. 

T¥«lRAN.lRAQWAR:SOVIMAHY 


The  war  can  be  delineated  into  or  nine  operational  phases,  dqiending  on  winch 


mpBitmmimk.  StwiBginiily,  however,  fee  wr  vmt  ifaroui^  three  dMtinct  phases  that 
felkTnwdten^iQraliiflsmstiAegiciiiitiathwbelweatte  Thqrcanbe 

described  as  foOciws:  (1)  the  initial  bacp  oiffinsive  to  seize  and  cxusolidatB  their  imiitBd 
olgective^  (2)  die  bankn  ocaitendBfensive  to  ctnve  fraq  fiom  Iran,  clefeat  the  L»|i  a^ 
fbroes  and  bring  ckynin  die  Hussein  Baadust  legime;  and  (3)  tfae  static  w  (ifattritka  m 
tdach  (iidride  worid  pcmm  assisiBd  baq  to  invent  its  collapse  and  oonlam  bnris  ability  to 
prosecute  n  cifleosive  tiar. 

The  fiiat  phase  cif  die  war  started  ¥dth  die  baqi  invaskn  <]f  ban  cn  22  SqitBooba 
1980  and  ccntmied  dvoi^^  May  1981  ^widi  baqfs  onwoKdatkai  of  its  territcriri  grins  in  ban. 
ft  trtB  cfaanKterized by  a  United  stne^  (xfifenriro  fijflcMved by  a  static  clefts  bivadingcai 
diee  majcr  axes  into  nofftan,  cienliat  and  sGudiem  ban»  the  baqis  intended  onfy  to  seize 
objecdm  My  ck»e  to  die  header  and  dien  txKgpm  dr  boundao^  adjustmenis  dnt  redressed 
dKff  historical  gafevanoes.  The  otgeedve  of  dm  msm  attack  tm  to  sever  d»  stnlqikalfy 
ingxataotShatt-alrAiab  Walemay  fiQmtfaeiemrindBrofhaa  The  ncatfaem  (vicinity 
Posada)  and  ceotial  (vktnity  Qasr  Sherin  and  Metann)  fients  woe  secexahay  cfEbrts 
(iesigped  to  proveot  banian  oouierattBclcs  into  ftaq  ricog  liaditknBl  mvaskn  routes.*^ 

As  dity  invaded  ban,  die  ba^  met  Utde  coordinBCed  lesistanoe  fiom  die  banians  and 
were  aUe  to  advance  sleadity,  if  vcty  skn^,  to  seize  ifaeir  tenitorial  olgectives  (see  mqi  1). 
Oboe  dity  seciaed  dKse  olgecttyes,  diey  made  no  attempt  to  press  the  offensive  dadier  into 
baq  cr  to  pusue  d»  destruction  of  die  banian  anied  daces.  In  fict,  once  bacp  forces  had 
secured  dirir  tecritoriri  objectives,  Sadekan  Hussein  aniounoed  that  baq  was  wilUng  to  cease 


*%«!.,  32-3. 
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hosdlhies  and  negotiale  a  setttanenr  iwilfa  Itao.** 

At  tUs  point,  die  war  dufied  iiiD  a  s»ab  stage  inhere  each  side  GcxiduGled  only 
desuhniy  gnwnd  and  air  operatians  against  each  Gd»  This  shift  to  a  static  war  was  a 
ddSierate  move  by  die  ftac^  Th^  dearty  bdkved  dnt  this  mcfve  was  consistent  whh  dieir 
stated  pdkicai  oigectives: 

(1)  ftanfs  reoo^ution  of  bai^s  l^ftimate  over  its  lands  and  waters, 

(2)  The  cessation  of  ban's  "lads^  aggressive  md  eaqiansionist"  pdkaes  and  die  end 
of  its  internal  interfteenoe  in  die  internal  afl&iis  of  Iraq  and  die  Ckdf  States, 

(3)  Adherence  to  the  princ^  of  good  neig^dxirty  rdations,  and 

(4)  The  return  fay  Iran  to  die  United  Arab  Emirates  of  the  three  Arab  islands.*^ 

For  diem,  dns  war  was  a  war  of  linaited  objective  The  bac^  apparentfy  had  no  intention  to 
cause  dto  ccdlapse  of  dte  banian  blanaic  R^jme  or  destroy  its  armed  fiioes.  Indiiscase 
batp  actions  sithstantiated  the  creiBiili^ofdiar  political  rhetoric. 

By  oidering  hb  ftiroes  to  halt,  Saddam  Hussdn  gave  die  banians  thne  to  recoup  dieir 
losses  and  orgmfae  ftr  a  general  counterofifengve  in  May  1981.  Throu^tiout  this  first  phase 
die  banuns  kept  die  ba^  lodoed  in  a  oondnuous  artilkxy  dud  and  used  thdr  air  force  to 
strike  at  strati^  targets  deep  in  baq,  widi  marginal  success.*^  Afahou^  di^  conducted  a 
ftw  ooiBderattacks  agpinst  die  baqp  mny,  diese  attadcs  were  neidier  coordmated  nor 
particulaiify  successful  The  low  intensity  of  the  conflict  during  this  stage  bdied  the  banian's 
deterrmnadon  to  iinpose  total  war  igxxi  the  bac^  As  sdisequent  events  wouU  show,  the 
bacp  jfar  underestimated  dto  ferocity  of  the  myending  banian  response  and  didr  ability  to 

"Herzx^  259.  See  abo  Cotdesman  and  Wagner,  89-90. 

'^Katsh,  18. 

‘^Ibid,  21.  See  abo  Het2!0g.  260. 


GontBin  scope  of  the  ym. 

Beginning  in  May  1981  the  Inmans  launched  a  series  of  ooonbiatBd  oounlerattacks 
that  eqoyed  a  significam  measure  of  success.  Daing  this  series  of  attacks,  dK  Inmans 
inflicted  a  succession  oi  embanassing  losses  on  die  Irac^  particularly  along  the  soudiem 
fiont,  that  eventualfy  fixced  the  beck  to  a  line  befamd  die  pi?e>vrar  boundaries.  During 
dus  period,  Saddam  Hussdn  icpeatedfy  modified  his  offers  dr  peace  as  the  Iranians  gradually 
gained  the  upper  hand  and  began  to  dneaten  die  veiy  survival  of  Hussein's  Baadnst  r^ime. 
Ultimately  die  best  the  Irac^  could  hope  da:  was  a  cease  fire  that  niaiidained  die  pcditical  and 
teriitarial  status  quo  ante  bdtum.  As  the  strat^c  tide  shifled,  haq  changed  its  political 
olgcctives  to  ¥hat  was  possiUe- hcddii^  their  groind  and  achieving  reasoiiride  terms  in  a 
cease  fire  truce,  hicteasingty  diese  ofien  came  widi  fewer  and  fiwer  conditions. 

Iran's  political  goals,  odier  dian  defense  of  the  homdand,  were  not  clear  at  the  outset 
oftfae  war,  but  by  1984  die  InnuBis  voiced  three  goals  fer  die  war.  First,  diey  unequivocal^ 
sou^  die  recnoval  of  Saddan  Hussein  as  the  leader  of  haq.^  Second,  thy  demanded 
billions  of  doUacs  in  rqiarations  fiom  the  Irac^  to  compensate  fer  dxir  losses  and  the  damage 
done  during  die  war.'^  Finalfy,  diey  fev^  to  preserve  and  proinote  the  Islanuc  levcdution. 
Ingilidt  in  these  goab  was  the  intern  to  destroy  die  secular  Baadnst  govemnient  and  bring 
about  the  downM  of  haq  as  a  secular  state.  Ihese  goals  entailed  wlimited  war,  fer  as  long 
as  Saddam  Hussdn  remained  in  power,  he  posed  a  threat  to  die  finth  and,  hence,  to  the 

‘lR»d.,2S.  See  also  Oadan  and  Tr^,  49. 

“Ibid.,  25 
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InniaD  state.** 

As  tile  Lnians  inocaangj^  thtealeaed  Ii»q  \vilfa  defeat,  the  two 
Coopeeatkn  Council  (GCC),  and  sevecal  other  natkns,  provided  amis  and  eoanomic 
assistance  to  baq.  It  i|)pears  tiiat  tiiey  were  not  so  nudi  enanvxed  wntii  Iraq  as  tiiey  were 
feaitiil  of  a  hegemonic  banian  stale  tint  would  spread  a  militant  brand  of  Shiite  Tslamwm 
tiiraugl'.out  the  r^ion.  )Vhile  Hussein's  regime  was  not  peiticulariy  attxactive  or  savory,  it 
was  (^atiy  the  lesser  of  two  evils  at  tiie  tune  to  most  nations  that  had  sigpificant  interests  in 
ther^joTL  Iraq  sin^fy  did  not  appear  to  pose  the  potential  long  term  r^ional  threat  tiiat  ban 
did 

Outside  assistmoe  served  to  shore  iqp  baqf  s  Mering  economy  and  give  it  the  revenue 
that  it  needed  to  this  oostfy  war.  Otiier  nadorn  assisted  baq  also  by  protecting  tadoer 
traffic  in  tile  Persian  Gulf  and  giving  baq  a  conduit  throu^  vtinch  it  could  eaqxxt  its  oil  and 
obtain  revenue.  Outside  powers- podcularly  the  USSR,  Quna,  Ftance,  and  Egypt- were 
also  h^xfiil  in  providing  arms  to  rqplaoe  tiie  losses  sustained  in  the  first  and  second  phases  of 
thewar.*^  Because  baq  had  a  niuch  smaller  natioiial  manpower  pod  to  draw  fiom  tiian  ban, 
baq  needed  a  quantitative  and  qualitative  weapons  advantage  to  sustain  strategic  parity  with 
ban  and  find  off  repeated  and  sustained  banian  attacks  into  then  country. 

Failing  to  capture  the  Faw  Peninsula  in  1986  after  a  na^  offensive  there,  the  baniaDS 
continuously  yielded  oontrd  of  the  stral^  initiative  uitil  the  end  of  the  war,  at  vtiuch  point 
they  were  in  no  position  to  pursue  anything  but  a  cease  fire  agreement  aid  a  U.N.  sponsored 


‘^Cfaubin  aid  'Bri^  38-9. 

’^Cordesman  and  Wagner,  50-3.  See  also  Herzog  264. 
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peace  settiemenL  Ttsoug^ioiit  tbis  period,  the  Iraqis  were  able  to  itpulse  crude;,  imooc^ 
bnaan  fauDKn  assaults  time  after  tinie  fix»i  behind  elabccate  and 
oonshiicited  bmier  delmses.  ^Vhenever  a  p(^  in  their  defmses  was  tfireatened,  tiiey 
idde  to  reinforce  the  mit  in  jeopardy  by  quickly  moving  annored  forces  laterally  on  interiar 
roads  and  dedsiv^  defeat  aoy  Iranian  efibrts  to  bteric  fotou^  their  lines.  As  a  ooosecpienoe 
of  these  suooessfol  tactics,  the  Iraqis  were  tfole  to  inflict  huge  losses  on  tbe  Iranians, 
mthnatdy  their  successes  in  the  defense  allowed  foem  to  return  to  offensive  operations  just 
before  flie  war  ended  in  1988. 

In  1988  neifoer  oouttry  was  physically  abte  to  win  the  war  outri^  but  the  relative 
strength  of  iracp  manpower,  the  Ira^  int^rati^n  of  oondnned  anns  operations,  foeir  tactical 
skill  and  experience,  and  flieir  morale  were  all  improving  while  flie  hanians  found  themsdves 
getting  weaker  and  wefdoer.  Inn  sustained  defeat  after  morale-siqjping  defeat  until  the  specter 
of  continued  Uoodktting  witti  no  prospects  for  victory  finally  brdoe  the  Ayatollah  Kfaomeinrs 
will  to  proceed  with  die  war.  Isdated  fiom  die  rest  ofdieworid  community,  challenged!^ 
an  ever  more  powerftil  enemy,  and  fticed  widi  a  never-ending  orgy  of  deadi,  die  hanians 
could  foresee  little  chance  fir  victory.  Finalfy  in  July  1988,  Ali  Aldbar  Hafoemi-Rafsanjani, 
die  Iranian  Oimniander-iihChief  of  die  hanian  anmed  forces,  was  able  to  persuade  Ayatollah 
Khomeini  of  the  ftitility  of  the  war  and  the  need  to  end  ft.  Making  no  pretense  to  have  won 
die  oonfoct,  the  Ayatollah  bhterfy  accepted  die  terms  of  UJ4.  Resolution  598  and,  fir  all 
intents  and  purposes,  ended  the  war.^‘ 

Thus  oonduded  one  of  die  longest  and  most  fiitile  conflicts  of  die  Twentieth  Century. 


^^Herziog,  266. 
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It  was  a  WBT  tiiat  ended  ^wilh  neilfaer  oGudiy  acfaievi^  Coosistiiig  of 

a  series  of  tacdcal  operations  fbugibt  for  control  of  terrain  and  die  de&at  of  kical  enemy 
fiioes,  it  sufifered  on  bodi  sides  fixxn  an  absence  of  a  strata  that  linked  these  battles 
togedber  in  a  coherent  campaign  or  series  of  campttgns  to  achieve  sasBtesic  ends.  The  critical 
missing  dement  in  bodi  countries'  eSbets  was  the  identification  and  specific  targeting  of  the 
odiefs  strati  cenler  of  gravity.  An  anafysis  of  idiat  those  centers  of  gravity  were  will  hd^ 
demonstiate  i^iere  eadi  coinliy  went  wrong. 

THEIRAMANCPaiRCffg^^ 

As  stated  earlier,  Iraq:  s  initial  politkal  goals  for  the  war  were  easy  to  identify  and 
aticulate.  Their  ainK  were  to  retake  Mstorkaity  and  econornicalfy  important  terrain  ceded  to 
the  Iranians  in  the  1975  Algiers  Agreement  and  to  stop  hanf  s  overt  efibrts  at  undennining  the 
Hussdn  Baadnst  R^jme.  To  achieve  diese  gods,  die  haq^  bdieved  that  it  would  be  enough 
to  attadc  into  Iran,  sdze  the  contested  teoain  diey  bdieved  was  ri^htfiilty  thdrs,  and  dm 
press  for  a  quick  peace  setdemenL  Apparentty  dxy  diought  diat  dm  seizing  of  this  terrain 
would  ooUipse  die  weakened  haniai  armed  fixoes  and  create  the  conditions  diat  would  force 
the  Iranian  govenuneot  to  desist  fixxn  esqxxdng  the  Shiite  Islamic  revolution  to  haq.  They 
did  not  count  on  the  response  dut  diey  got 

Had  dther  Saddam  Hussein  or  his  primary  war  fdannets  identified  the  true  Iranian 
sliat^ic  center  of  gravity,  he  might  not  have  been  so  willing  to  go  to  war  or  so  confident  duit 
sdzing  a  few  square  miles  of  Iranian  territoiy  would  brii^  about  banian  csptulation.  For  if 
anydiing,  his  invasion  of  ban  unified  a  r^ime  beset  by  intemd  politied  conflict  and  hel^ 


21 


it  to  oooolidflle  its  hold  CQ  Ifis  Mii«  to  pusiK  die  hsonn  amiy  ato  Us  initial 

suDoesses  aitowed  ten  to  regroup  and  r^ain  feeir  strength  for  a  cxiUDterofflensive.  He 
grossly  updemUmated  Ifae  IraUan  leadeiaii^s  resolve  and  their  aitendanr  politioo^eligious 
j&natidsm.  When  coiribmed  widi  Us  Mure  to  dgmnate  the  haniap  armed  fctoes  as  an 
instnaneU  of  dut  resUve,  these  fectcas  led  Urn  iztto  a  viilualfy  unn^^  He  did  not 

apiiofiialefy  apindate  dre  nidaUe  nature  of  war  and  its  inhereU  tenden^ 
cnshnig  bkiw  (11  die  enenq^s  oentff  of  gravity  is  not  delivered  by  one  ade  early  in  die 

^Miat,  dien,  the  leantan  Strata  center  of  gtavi^  As  mentioned  earlier,  the 

oenlerofgrBvitycaniiobel^belbiindinoaeijfthefbiirdenientBlsystenisciftheNeo- 
Oausevvitzian  Qndrinity  (1  vdiere  two  (Y  more  of  diese  systems  interse^  Thus, 

die  search  can  begin  by  exanuning  die  hantan  government,  the  armed  fines,  the  people,  and 
theeoononty.  The  (andidate(s)  diat  meets  aU  five  defining  (xnditioDS  of  a  stnl^re  center  of 
gravity  diould  have  been  the  ultimate  target  of  die  ha^  efforts  and  the  focal  point  areund 
^^ikdi  they  designed  their  strategy  fir  the  war. 

The  hanian  economy  is  pediaps  die  best  {dace  to  start  It  is  the  easiest  to  diminate  as 
acanUdate.  By  aU  aooouits,  dte  Idamic  revcdudon  nearty  (lestioyed  the  Iranian  economy. 
Radkal  ’Tsloiiicecxiiomicpcdkies,"  dte  purge  of  ^vestenmsed”  buaness  manager^  the 
pcdidcuation  of  Iranian  workers,  and  the  intonafional  economic  and  political  isolation  of  the 
Iranian  state  aU  (xnbiiied  to  severety  wealten  the  haiian  economy.”  Because  Iran's  economy 

'’Pdletiere,  43. 

”RalphKill&  The  Iran-Iiaq  War.  The  Political  Impikations.  a  mAm:  Intemational 
lastitide  for  Strat^c  Studies,  1987),  25-27. 
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based  fnninfy  on  its  ofl  mdustty,  its  eooocxnK  woes  woukl  be  fii^ 

196S  on  by  die  gbAofofl  in  tfaewQridmaricBtlhitdkove  oil  prices  and  revenue  down.^  Hic 
Khomem  gavtmmenfa  attempt  to  Tahmiy*  the  hanian  economy  and  its  inahflii^  to  do  so 
without  a  cohewnt  and  dSfective  strategy  only  oon|)oundBd  the  economic  instrinlity  broug^ 
on  fay  die  revoiutkn  itself^ 

When  die  war  b^an,  Ii«i  had  afacad^  imposed  austerity  measures  on  itsd^  a  strong 
iaficator  dial  die  eoononiy  was  Merii^  The  eoononncrituatknool^  worsened  dioi:^^]^ 
the  war  as  Iran  stoaiily  ate  into  its  suhstanrial  caA  reserves  and  was  feoed  with  incuamg  a 
substantid  fiveiga  ddA  to  sustan  die  war.  So^  it  is  finr  to  say  diat  prewar  economic 
conddkns  in  han  were  fv  from  a  strengdL  Moreosw,  despite  die  econonok:  straits  in 
Iran  found  itself  it  nearfy  was  sMe  to  win  die  war  befixe  outside  powers  intervened  to  asrist 
baq.  HetBe;i  the  economy  Ms  to  meet  the  first  of  the  defining  conditions  for  a  center  of 
gravity. 

The  evenm  of  die  vmr  dso  demoodrated  did  haep  attadcs  i^ainst  sigruficant 

economic  targets  certainfy  hel^  to  worsen  die  hanian  economy,  the  banian  kadetsfai^s 
atrility  and  wiU  to  confinue  die  war  <fid  not  abate  appreciate  until  the  very  end  (tf  the  war. 
Some  observers  believe  diat  as  late  as  eatiy  1988  the  banians  nn^  sdll  have  had  a  chance  to 
vrinfhewar.  This  dahn  comes  in  ^ate  of  die  fint  that  the  eooiiooiy  had  deterkxaled 
rignificandy  fay  dm  as  a  lesub  of  bac^  bombing  ndemational  sanctions,  and  the  bamans' 
own  mismanageiTienL 


^’Cfaribin  and  TVi^  123. 

“iaiig25. 
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The  focnooiy  as  a  polatial  center  of  gtsvity  does  not  nMt  the  requb^^ 
cwiditkaw  three,  four,  or  five  of  the  center  of  gpwity  modd  cite.  Ibe  process  of  llie  iwar 
and  ils  eveoliiBl  oitooiiie  indicale  that  die  baqb  were  not  abfe  to  aciaewe  Aeir 
goab  deefite  banfs  eccnoiiiic  woes.  In  additioD»  fee  cnntniMl  weakening  of  the  econonay  did 
not  have  the  cascading  and  deteriorating  cflect  on  the  Iranian  will  and  abili^  to  continue  the 
war  that  die  bac^  desired.  Qeatfy  Ifae  banians  were  both  willing  and  aUe  to  prosecute  die 
war  long  after  the  economy  bad  dedined  sigpificanti^.  Tied  to  dus  last  point  is  die  fict  die 
status  of  the  eoonopy  did  not  die  most  direa  and  prominent  role  in  breaking  KhomeiDi 

and  die  banian  RqicMican  Fatty's  will  to  wage  die  war.  Radier,  it  was  die  intervention  of 
odier  nations  on  baqfsbefaalfdudeventuadfybrcdQBdieir  will  Fiiialfy»  it  is  Ukel^  that  die  war 
woukl  hawe  renewed  itsdf  had  diere  not  been  die  invcdvennent  of  third  party  nations  who 
activcfy  woriced  to  contain  die  conflict  and  prechide  eidier  side  fins  obtaining  a  decisive 
advantage.  bi  sunn,  die  banian  center  of  gravity  liQr  eisewfaere. 

The  people  and  dieb  willingness  to  support  the  govcnnnenf  s  war  efiEbrt  is  mote 
tfifBcult  to  evaluate,  banian  revcdutioiiBty  and  rdigious  firvor  appeared  to  be  quite  high  to 
outside  observers  dionghout  die  war,  and  it  was  among  a  substantial  s^ment  of  die 
populatioiL  SiS^»3«^ient  stud^,  however,  has  shown  diat  diete  were  significant  elements  die 
banianpcditydiatopenly  opposed  die  Klioinemir^in»fiom  die  very  start  Most  significant 
of  diese  groups  were  die  Migahedifin-e-Khala,  die  pro-oonmamist  Ihdefa  party,  and  the 
banian  Kurds.”  AU  diree  of  diese  groups  had  significant  followii^  and  totdc  active  steps 
dioughout  die  war  to  oppose  die  Khomeini  r^pne. 

”KiKsli,50. 
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EqaaByilifKwtanttD  note  is  that,  despite  ifaaraAMigeaendsii^^ 

{n|«laoe  1W88  evcntuaify  beset  by  so  cveMncreasiDg  weariness  as  jnffipbe 
of  meni  meSeriai,  and  nMMy  farong^  Ifae  natkn  no  closer  to  vksciy  and  an  end  to  the  WET. 
By  1985,  eknienlsof  die  general  ix)|wlaoe  were  be^ining  to  maniifestlfaeir  increasing 
dfaooBtentalwidtfaewardMWt^demonsttatkaBandriot^  StQl,  dea|ile  dus  relative  trend, 
the  Khomeim  regbne  continued  to  press  die  war  effixt  Ibe  gevemmeaf  s  ability  to  suppress 
pdUic  (fisseot  and  active  opposition  by  taking  draconian  measures  against  diose  vibo  spoke  or 
acted  out  against  die  r^pne  was  a  agpificaot  ocxtrftMtii^  fintor  in  dieir  ability  to  contoiie 
figbdng  without  hatving  to  wony  dbout  a  general  uprising  against  the  war.^ 

All  die  above  basing  been  sad,  it  is  importsot  not  to  (fisoount  die  effect  of 
conmiandinganationaf*ttoebdievecs.*  The  detics  were  naostadqat  at  harnessing  die 
blank  values  of  idigkMs  duty  and  nunyrdom  for  dieir  pdidcal  piiposes.^  Certaiidty  it  b 
nouefa  easier  to  eikat  gpeat  sacriffees  finn  a  sodktyr  if  its  naenobers  bdieve  that  dxre  b  a 
bibber  order  pupose  to  their  self-sacrificing  actions  and  that  martyrdom  essenriaUy  b  a  fiee 
tkket  to  heaven.  To  break  die  will  of  the  people  would  have  been  to  break  daefebdief  in  die 
tndi  of  blam  and  die  credibUity  of  die  defies  i^oontrolfed  die  govensnent  Thbwasnot 
likety  to  hqjpen.  As  long  as  the  derics  promilgted  sdf-sacrifice  and  militaiy  service  as  a 
rdigious  and  moral  oUigadon,  die  migority  of  loyal,  bdkving  Iranians  would  oontnaie  to  join 
me  annea  toroes  ana  ngpL 


"King,  23. 

"Kaali,51. 

"daibin  and  71^39^1. 
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Heoce^  it  ifpeas  te  tfae  poUiy  wh  not  tfie  soiioe  of  tfie  OGuohys  gnat  will  and 
aaatfhtoSf^  Ttit  is»  ttey  ccatrotted  note  ifae  cMwctkai  of  nor  the 
agunst&aq.  Ihe cililyat iir niliaoal cfiiectkn and mativalm  ^Whik 

litt  pn^fe  were  a  gpnt  strength  tlioiigiioit  most  of  the  war  whm  their  efforts  were  hameased 
and  fimised,  they  became  move  and  more  of  a  detractor  to  tfae  war  effixt  at  tfae  veiy  end  of 
die  war  widi  die  onset  of  extrenae  war>weariness.  To  actively  oppose  tfae  war,  however 
would  be  to  break  fiadi  wMi  dieg  God  and  hh  iqacsentatives  OP  eardi  m  die  govenancnL 
As  a  lesidt,  thcff  smxnetiiig  disoontent  did  not  bring  about  an  end  to  tfae  war.  The 
govemnient  continued  to  press  on. 

A  sigtiificant  portko  of  tfae  populaoe  migfat  not  have  supported  tfae  war  in  tfae  end,  but 
dieyneidicrcoidd  nor  wouM  stop  it  fcr  reasons  (rfieligtous  conscience  and  a  lack  of  political 
power.  The  levofatioiiary  system  in  Iran  was  desigped  for  piddic  attitude  and  consdenoe  to 
be  fbnned  and  cfirecled  dxoug^  die  Islaniic  revoiutiooaiiy  govemnent  and,  more  paOkubafy, 
tfae  faanian  Rspubifcan  Fnly.  T1bis»  wfaik  tfae  piMk  attitude  dki  appev  to  influence 
sonieuffaBt  how  tfae  war  was  tougid  by  prompting  tfae  governnent  to  halt  the  oosdy  human 
wawe  assaults,  diey  <fad  nm  uhoraii^  affect  dw  government  protoundly  on  die  inore 
findanxntal  issue- vdiedier  dw  war  should  be  cootnaied  at  alL 

Nor  (fid  dns  erosion  of  Iranian  riatkiial  supfxxt  for  tfae  war  perticulari^  hel^  tfae  fawp 
attain  eidier  diefa  initial  or  sifesequent  w»  objectives.  Saddam  Hussein  and  bis  r^fane  hoped 
to  wear  down  dw  niorak  of  dw  Lwiian  peopk  and  undermine  tfae  Khomeini  government  by 
iqieatedfydai^fateririgfaBgeiaimbens  of  Iranian  soldiers  over  tfae  course  of  tfaewar.^  The 


*%id.,59. 
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ccwiwBrdddeitandliiicfagy  ofBBdanpiMitiMidtfaebombiB^ 

sknpty  did  not  have  the  caicading  and  detoiontiug  egbct  on  the  Innian'g  dbflity  md  will  to 

OQatkiiellK  wtliittHQasems^^  The  bnwiaf  seening  obitiiia^  an^ 

pniiDg  tfie  w  after  they  naeoHhfy  flhoukl  htve  quh  WH  both  peqMi]^  nd  intd^^ 


CMoeedhi^  dose  to  iwmningftie  ¥iar  even  as  lale  as  ftie  Faw  campaigi  m  eariy  19ft6. 
Moreover,  the  popuboe  sdll  supported  die  war  efibrt  euougjh  to  provide  ficah  troops  to 
support  dus  near  vktoiy.^  As  stated  aixive,  whife  die  vvaoiog  of  piMk  sifyxrt  affected  how 
die  war  vi«  fiiiiib^  k  VMB  not  die  primary  bclor  in  evcraudiy  fiicmg  die  banaos  to  quit  the 
vm.  ^/hikpublkpressiie^nB  a  fictormakeiing  the  govctiaiiBDifs  altitude  towani  how  the 
vvar  should  be  ftaij^  ukiinalefy  k  vw  the  lOiQiiiBini  govcniiiDDifs  leoogDkkii  that  die  vvar 
could  no  longer  be  won  that  faiDuipk  die  ^war  to  a  hak. 

A  dwi  caoidrte  ftr  the  oeoler  of  parity  is  the  banian  aoDod  fbrees  or  sonoe  eknot 
ofit  ft  can  be  aqned  that  Saddam  Hussein  and  his  goaemls  night  have  in  some  demenlal 
way  dioi]^  die  banian  center  of  grarity  lay  here.  Certandy  d»  war  cotdd  not  be  won 
wMiout  in  some  way  destroying  disarticiilarinfe  or  paralyaang  a  significant  portion  of  die 
barnan  anned  ftreef  capaliSity  to  wage  war.  Nonedieless,  vtftite  die  armed  forces  were  a 
definite  stwnilfaap  he  conSendedwid^  day  were  not  the  banian  strategic  center  erf  gravity. 
Fbr  in  no  way  can  the  siBtainfd  generation  of  the  war  cflnrt  be  said  to  have  stemmed  from 
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lb  iBtatBid  iiifey  Ifae  nnBd  filoes  Bot  ths  Iiainfs  aMe^ 


<teeiven  iffMVBd  oaaiilelefy  dysfii^  Hofwcwer,  indeniocxlmifaeo^ 

IHDHD  RWQpHOO  fluCl  8B  flOHSL  uK  OkhKIZKIOD  OHIDB  taOK  10  UDOGRODQ 

iwfayfliey  were  created  ttiewiyttiey  were  is  to  urekiTitand  where  the  true  liM^ 
tpivity  mii^  lie. 


Of  cwhitwd.  Mnpower  slRnfl^  was  down  by  one  lMd£  Ihe  baoiteiaf  oontet  weiponi 
aysteoB  were  in  a  depkxabk  state  of  R|w  Fiadfy,  niofirie  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Ihecksks 
wtto  adzed  powv  during  dte  revoiutkii  saw  the  apgMiv  fixocs  as  an  ioainiDeDt  of  oppRasian 
ibrliteSlaiiand  eDtire^oQBngitodbynan'blanBcvdiies.^  bi  short;  die  regular  anted 
ftreea,  partiadarty  dte  aony,  was  needier  to  be  tnisted  nor  allowed  to  gamer  power  to 
tbreaten  die  nascent  revolutionaiy  govenaneoL 

To  keep  the  regtdar  anoy  in  check  and  to  cement  the  derief  fadd  on  power,  the 
RvolodonBiy  gowermned  created  dte  Ibsdartn,  or  revdidonary  guatds»  whidi  in  tun 
spawned  die  Basy.  InitidfydKsetwDQrganizBtions  weretobedte"guardiaD5ofdte 
revotutkn”  and  the  en&reetsctfrevdiaiQnaiylslanic  ideals,  vahies,  and  behavior.  Ibeir 


^\3nbinandT[^46. 


aeeiilKnmtoaxidilatfylfliv^  Since  tey  were  initial^  nxie  onidal  to  te 
MTvivrioftltoiwointionKy  8latotiMntoeamy,tfaey  leoewedadiyop^^ 
toeie8(xioei»pRdaekndsupp(xtfiQmtoBgowemaienL  AUcfliiis  came  at  the  expense  of 
toe  vqpdar  aony.^ 

Bnoin  toe  oubet  of  toe  vm,  however,  they  inaeastnglly  took  on  toe  anny's  traditkiial 
lote  of  ddfaoding  toe  oatkn  ftom  ib  external  tora^  Ibey  dto  so  to  such  a  gtbk  extent  that 
to^  exnentually  grew  to  be  a  tone  that  rivaled  toe  vqtiiv  ann^  tor  toe  role  as  toe  natian’s 
detooder.  It  bea^  to  see  that  tfabbifucalicDoftheaaiQrwDuU  create  huge  probtenos,  not 
the  least  of  vtokh  would  be  ccxnoand  and  control  Fasenfidb^  toe  lianMna  fielded  two 
sepanre  and  distinct  aoniea^  neitoer  of  vtokfa  was  tnify  acoounbUe  to  the  otoer.  The  non- 
Bcanninnai,  revoiutianaiy  bbnac  anny  sooq  gamea  ana  irauriwneo  nworeo  sutus  wnn  tne 
defies  in  toe  govenonent. 

Ingartare  to  note  here  was  toe  donanant  poMtion  of  the  Pasdataa  as  an  instnanent  of 
stale  and  idigkNB  pditics.  torect  pdided  and  reiigioiB  liniB  iiio  the  deric  fam 
of  toe  govenment,  they  came  to  be  mfhrnccd  nmicfa  more  petvasiv^  by  idigious  pditics 
and,  in  turn,  had  a  midi  greater  influenoe  on  governmental  decisions  toan  the  r^tdar  army. 
The  Hionaeini  govenanent  made  no  secret  of  denionstratii^  ib  prefewnoe  tor  toe  Pasdaran, 
even  in  llgjbt  of  toe  toct  toat  when  toe  regular  army  dedgned  and  oonbdled  mOitay 


^‘FeUetiere^  38. 
^^Otobin  and  Tripp,  45. 
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apaHaoBS  the  war  geopnlly  went  better  for  ifae  Iranians.^ 

As  a  xcButt  (tf  tbe  (fynemic  described  abcwe,  ttiB  Pasdaran  eventually  becaoK  ^ 
domfaMrt,  if  less  competent,  arm  of  the  anned  forces.  With  Ifae  Pasdatanfs  ascendancy  came 
the  ^Islamic  way  of  waidto^-  a  euphemiani  &r  laanan  wove"  tactics  bereft  of  any  oonbined 
ams  int^pation  and  ayncfaronizBtkiL  Herein  is  fbuid  one  oftfae  great  ironies  of  the  wv 
While  die  Pasdaran's  levdutionaiy  commitment  made  diem  a  politically  and  idigkxisiy 
rdtable  tool  of  the  govemmeot  in  its  deftnse  of  Islan  and  consolidation  pcditkal  power, 

dieir  cfiols  divested  die  Iranians  of  imicfa  of  dieir  fiaiie  productive  manpower  to  build  that 
same  Islarinc  state  irito  a  r^iona^  In  fielding  to  saare  die  Islamkfidtfa,  nation  arid 
revdutiori,  die  Fasdaran-and  die  government-  nearfy  destroyed  it 

This  Ufiicadon  of  the  land  fixoes  had  a  proftxaidiy  debilitatii]^  myact  on  die  overall 
strer^  of  die  banian  efibrt  Those  best  trained  to  design  arid  oonlid  arny  operations  were 
mac  often  dian  not  eseduded  fiom  diat  process.  Moreover,  when  die  rqiular  army  and 
Pasdanan  did  fight  side  by  side^  dne  was  viitualiy  no  isny  of  conanand,  let  alooe 
syncfaroriaatioa  of  eftbrt  Hence,  what  vktories  the  banans  did  achieve  were  few  and  fir 
betweert  espectalfy  after  die  arny  was  loudnefy  excluded  fiom  the  military  planrung  and 
dec^otHiialdng  process. 

The  baman  Ab  Force  and  Navy  need  to  be  mentkiied  here;,  if  only  in  passing. 

Reoorcb  of  die  war  indicate  diat  dieir  respective  loks  in  fixtfaering  die  nation's  stral^ic  aims 
were  nrnwmal,  if  not  neghs^le-  AMe  only  to  muster  a  small  portion  of  its  atretaft  at  ary 
given  time;,  tiie  ab  fbroe  was  onfy  dble  to  mdoe  intermittent  raids  against  stral^c  targets 


“Ibid.,45^. 
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deyinsklBhaii.  These  nkbdkl  Mate  icri  damage  to  the  hag 
hniKdllie  hsqi  cause  only  Mtxeo¥er,1iieahfismmvimiBl]y  ine£bcli^ 

pcswBliiighBqi  ah  shteagsmst  banian  target  They  warn  not  a  critical  cr  key 
oompcawt  in  the  banian  war  eflfort. 

The  banian  Navy  did  not  ooarifaiSc  any  niQR  to  acliiering  the  goals  of  the  war  than 
tlieahfiio&  Playingaieiariveiy  snail  strategic  lok;  they  were  primarily  used  to  establish  a 
nawwlldockadeafbaqandiiienMptiiamariarialdtypmgmdK  "Wlalediey 

were  a  ooDsidecaUe  nnsanre  to  ooiaaries  dcfxndem  00  oU  fiom  die  regkxi,  they  had  no 
migor  impact  <n  baq  odor  than  to  dh«ri  bacp  export  loiaes  and  invite  sigieqxiwer 
inlerventkxi  on  baqfs  befaatC  primarily  fiom  the  Unted  States.  US.  intervention  served  to 
help  dto  haip  econonsic  sitiarion  and  make  the  banians  look  l&B  die  Viliams  of  toe  war  to  the 
intematkaoi  ooramunffy. 

any  part  of  toe  amaedfbnoes  were  toe  center  of  gnvily,  it  would  have  been  toe 
land  fbnoe^  or  some  part  of  toeuL  As  shown  earikr,  Itowevcr,  ti»  legobr  anny  was 
cfieclivefynBiiiied  and  neutered  by  toe  cietics  in  toe  govenmient  By  this  anafysis,  onfy  toe 
Pasdsian  remains.  (bventoehpetfemMaaoem  combat,  it  may  be  more  accurate  to  desccaie 
toeh  ide  as  toe  pioteclior  of  toe  center  of  gravity  rather  toan  toe  center  of  gmvity  hseif  That 
is,  they  were  a  sib^rstem  cd*  toe  banaan  nadoQ  torougb  winch  toe  baqb  had  to  go  to  get 
to  toe  actual  center  of  gtavity.  Geari^  they  were  an  instrament  of  the  govermnent  and  a 
rdative  strer^lto  but  toey  could  not  and  tod  not  win  toe  war  for  toe  banians.  More 

^^jnald  E  Bergqubt,  "The  Role  of  Ahpower  in  the  ban-baq  War,"  (Monograph,  Ah 
Uhiveisity,  198^46-7. 

%csh,28^. 
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mpoMfy,  they  ware  not  the  catalyst  fortfae  vwr  efifort.  Aoocxdmgjiy,  their  ooosisli^ 
dnMng  at  the  fands  of  the  IiM|b  did  Dct  pR)duoe  a  ooniiiensiiate  ooUapBe  (tf 
warcfibit  Moreover,  the  abi%  to  best  them  lepeatedly  in  baOk  did  not 
heqp  any  doser  to  their  origmal  war  obj^^  Because  the  baqi  seocod  set  of  war 
dgectives  were  esscrtially  the  status  quo  ante  bdhan,  it  is  not  saying  very  much  to  daim  that 
tocy  "aefajeved"  them  torough  the  repeated  defeat  of  the  Pasdaran  on  the  hatttefidd.  To  say 
that  is  enfy  to  say  that  toe  baq^  achieved  notoing  pditkalfy  cr  militarify  over  and  dxTve 
vtoat  toey  started  wito. 

The  most  in^Gitant  enteriun  to  oensider  in  toe  anafysis  of  the  Pasdaran  is  Qaxfitkii 
Four  of  toe  oentor  of  grtndty  definition.  Did  the  successive  defeats  of  the  Pasdaran  break  toe 
will  of  the  Iranian  feadertoip  to  fight  toe  war?  Probably  not  Ihe  few  aocounis  the 
Iranian  dedsioTHnaking  process  availalde  intocato  toat  ^nhite  these  defeato  itoyed  a  role^  the 
decisive  role  was  jdayed  by  toe  external  intervention  by  the  su|npoweR  and  otoer  toird  paifty 
natkm  Ijlfimatefy  the  Iranians  saw  viitualfy  toe  entneintematkandooniiBinty  stacked 
i^ainstthenL  bfo  natter  what  toqr  could  do  to  toe  haqis,  toe  intervention  of  tfaW  pat^ 
nations  would  totwart  any  qjpredaMe  gains  toey  could  make  toward  winning  toe  war.^ 

The  forgoing  discusskn  leads  inescqably  to  the  coiidudon  that  the  true  banian 
strata  center  of  gravity  for  die  war  was  located  in  the  religious-political  network  of  the 
government  Because  successful  revolutions  penneate  the  entire  febric  of  a  nation,  it  is 
probably  safe  to  say  toot  toe  center  of  gravity  lay  in  the  oea  of  the  government  that 


^Elhflheto  Gamlen.  U.S.  Nfilitarv  Intervention  in  toe  haiv-lraq  War.  1987-^.  ainiversily 
(rf*BrBdfbrd:  Scfaod  of  Peace  Studies,  1989),  2. 
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ovcd^|MdwfthtliB]X)lity,  mUitary  aodt^  llie  Islamificadon  of  viituolly 

fini  of  Imrin  stale  posts  to  the  groip  of  Ntelim  daics  OGoInd^ 

gorvtnaneital,  miltey,  social  and  eoonomic  dedsions  made  by  the  state,  ft  is  ti^  gnoup  of 
M^Uhs  \Aid  gave  stmtegic  directioo  to  ftie  entire  war  effixt  and  gave  die  Ayatcdlah 
IQxxiiean  hb  dosest  oounsei 

Ihe  Mure  of  die  ftaotan  war  eflfort  to  odlapse  and  come  to  a  haft  after  the  other 
diree  deoxntid  systenoB  took  a  dioroug^  beating  indicalBS  diat  diey  were  not  the  systems  upon 
i^ch  die  war  was  predicated.  Ihe  wiU  to  oontimiepumiiiig  die  war  came  uniquely  fixxn  die 
ftaoM  RqwUican  Patty  and  inost  probeUy  fiom  Khomeim  himseif  Because  he  was  such  a 
remote  figure,  however,  it  is  difScuft  to  drtemine  predsety  vdietfaer  die  impetus  came  fiom 
him  akine  or  he  shared  dedsion-iiiddng  power  with  his  chief  lieitenaits.  Nevetifadess,  it 
appears  diat  he  jxovided  die  spiritual  and  charismatic  foundation  of  the  levdution  and  the 
war.  Basedonhowdiedecisiflnwasinadetoenddiewar,  itqipearsdiataielativetysmaU 
coterie  of  dose  advisors  provided  options  to  Khomeim  and  he  accepted  or  rgected  these 
options  aM  heatitig  out  his  advisors  as  a  groi|>.  For  exainple,  Rafiacgarii  becanie  the  acting 
commanier-iii-chief  of  the  armed  fiaoes  after  Baii  Sadr  was  deposed  from  the  positioiL  A 
Shiite  MuUah  and  also  the  l^iedcer  of  die  Iraman  Parliament,  he  was  one  of  Khomdni's 
dkisest  advisors.  Only  after  receiving  Rafearganf  s  reconanendation  and  then  conferring  widi 
his  inier  drde  of  derics  did  Khomeini  make  the  dedskn  to  halt  die  war.” 

Short  of  total  destruction  of  the  country  aid  cdlapse  of  the  entire  national  tystem, 
ority  KhoiiidiiFs  decision  could  bririg  the  ftanian  effort  to  a  haft.  Khomeini  embodied  die 


”Hcr2)0g,  266. 
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blnic  icwoh^icn,  and  it  was  his  influenoe  IfaBt  drove  the  001^^ 
lulitsy  would  fifi^nd  the  fiiidameBlalorgBnizatioa  of  the  Iheckrics 

vto  nn  die  pdidcal,  inililaiy,  and  eoonoo^  systons  tiined  to  Khonidm  guida^ 
directkiL  The  peofdecd'lnn^  in  turn,  tucned  to  die  clerics  firdieir  direct^  Intfaisway 
Khomeini  and  hb  clerks  were  aUe  to  saturate  the  entire  society  widi  Islamk  ideals  and  to 
motivate  the  sodety  to  tdoe  on  the  maode  of  total  war. 

Ihrous^iout  the  war,  die  Mullahs  pafnted  die  conflict  as  a  wv  to  de&nd  Idam.”  Hus 
was  to  be  a  war  to  be  for  an  ideal,  a  idigtous  ideology.  As  such,  saving  Tslam  was 
pcKtrayed  as  more  important  dan  even  die  country  itself  and  its  secular  corapoiieats.  Hence;, 
die  ht^  number  of  cap'^atties  incisred  aid  the  loss  of  key  infiastructue  would  be  acceptable 
if  diey  were  lost  in  the  hoty  cause  of  defending  die  feidL 

It  was  Khomeini  and  his  chief  detics  ixho  galvanraed  dus  national  idigtoius  fervor  dia 
permeated  all  tevds  of  sodety.  As  the  keepers  of  the  rdigion,  day  generated  the  national 
will  to  fi^  and  the  willingness  to  keq)  sactifidng  so  much  to  defeat  Saddam  Hussein  who 
posed  a  mortal  daeat  to  die  lalical  Shiite  Iranian  nation  being  created.  According  to 
Khomeini,  his  chief  derks,  and  the  Koran,  it  was  one^s  duty  and  privily  to  sacrifice  all  in 
dienameofldam.^  Aity  conyxoinise  widi  die  Iraqis,  then,  would  be  tantamount  to  defeat 
under  dds  conception  of  the  wff.  In  short,  it  was  an  all  or  nothing  affidr. 

hutially  Hissein  appeos  not  to  have  tfaoi^  dxiut  it  was  he  must  do  to  ensure 
die  war  ended  qukkty  and  deddvdy.  He  went  after  neadier  die  anned  forces  nor  die 

^^Ifaubin  and  Ti^  38-9. 

»Ibid,40. 
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InMiipoftfieoouatiy.  hatead  he  adzed  tetran  ifainking  i>Mt  #ik  act 
te  oofiqse  of  the  Inna  \«Br  effiM  aod  iiv3]  to 

As  tibe  war  pn^pessed,  however,  Husaem  uhimatefy  to  i^at  he  was 

fijlitiiig  a  revohMkfh-  a  eathe  natkm  mobilhsBd  pq^diologiGaUy,  mondi^,  and  pfayskadfy  &r 
war.  Hussdn  learned  too  late  da  when  figittiig  a  levohftkn  the  kadersli^  must  be 
disaitkulaledfiomhs  popular  supixxt  in  order  to  w^  But  of  these  two  potentid 

targets,  he  chose  the  wrong  one.  He  though  thd  by  mflicting  huge  losses  a  the  haia 
armed  forces,  he  could  break  the  morale  of  the  people^  disexedh  toe  Khonadni  legitne^  ^ 
cause  the  hania  people  to  induce  the  hatdog  of  the  war.  As  he  toad  out,  stiildiig  at  a  filse 
center  of  gravity  would  not  produce  the  effixt  he  desired.  The  hamans  sintained  huge  losses 
and  kept  a  fig^ding.  Husaem  did  not  hawe  toe  ofvervtoelniing  cornhat  power  to  win  a 
prolonged  war  of  attiitkii,  and  his  enemy  was  not  willing  to  capitulate  because  of  its 
tremendous  losses^  not  as  l<iig  as  toe  haia  goveniment  said  that  toe  survival  of  Islam  was 
atstake.  Mvtyidomwmmoraltypreftrd^tocqnluladngtotoeinfidds. 

Instead  of  targediig  toe  populace^  Hussem  should  have  focused  Us  efforts  a 
IQiooacmi  aodUsinnerdrdeifhehopedtowmtoewar.  But  he  did  not  understand  toe 
fondamental  power  and  apifitual  relatiomliip  between  the  Khomeim  and  toe  people  of  ha. 

He  did  not  understand  yMdi  of  the  two  elements  of  the  natia  was  toe  true  soaoe  of  power. 

Had  Ihaein  reoognmed  foom  toe  hymning  toat  Khornehu  and  Us  inner  ende  were 
toe  stcaUgic  center  (rf*  gravity  for  han,  what  then?  Did  baq  have  the  resources  and 
operatkiial  wherewitoal  to  dedsiv^  renoofve  Khomeim  from  power  a  disarticulate  him  fiem 
toe  people  of  ha?  The  answer  is  probably  not,  for  he  had  neither  toe  militaiy  skill  and 


35 


lescwcesiw  the  popular  siyyjQit  to  fis^  111  uolim^  First,  tfaae  m  Ibe 

questkn  of  the  icsoinxs  he  ocu^  At  the  start  of  the  wsr,  he  ooukl  not  military 

afifofdtooooiiiitinarelhaasbcdivisknstolfaeiiivask^  Ihe  lonainder  were  oooimtted  to 
fighting  the  Kurdh  in  northern  Inq.  Six  divisions  woukl  hanlfy  have  been  enough  ooinbBt 
pon^  to  strike  as  deqify  and  penwivety  as  he  tinuld  to  have  to  threaten  die  Khomeini 
govemnient,  partkudariy  the  nding  clerics.  As  he  had  no  strategic  means  of  striking  directly 
rt  Khonaeini  and  his  closest  advisors,  he  surety  would  have  had  to  destroy  the  better  part  of 
die  Iranian  anned  fenxs  on  Iranian  sofi  to  get  to  Khonieini  and  his  inner  code. 

Iran  is  a  large  and  mountainous  countiy  that  would  have  easity  swallowed  up 
Husseiris  invasion  Ibroe  of  six  divisions.  A  advantage  the  banuns*  hdd  over  die  hai^ 
was  their  strata  depdi,  the  mqotity  (d'stiat^  fixoes  and  cities  being  located  hundreds  of 
miles  inside  Iran.  The  deeper  diey  went  into  ban,  die  more  vuhersble  to  oounterattadc  and 
culmination  the  ba^  would  have  become.  Even  if  they  had  been  aUe  to  diqiatcfa  die 
banian  ained  fixoes,  diey  would  have  sdll  been  &oed  with  a  population  mobilized  for  a  h(dy 
war.  As  the  Fasdacn  denxxistrated  aU  too  wdl,  even  a  primitive  paramilitBiy  force  oxild 
have  given  him  fits,  patdculady  vdien  the  baq^  did  not  have  the  advantage  of  fighting  fixxn 
well>fixtified  positions.  At  the  veiy  least,  the  ba^  could  have  eiqpected  guerrilla  wafise  on 
a  very  large  scale  in  their  march  toward  to  Tehran,  bi  suno,  to  achieve  die  kind  of  military 
victory  diey  needed  to  get  at  Khomeini  and  his  inner  chde,  they  would  have  needed  to 
eiqxise  dieb  fixoes  to  the  risk  of  total  defeat.  Saddam  Bissein,  as  evidenced  by  die  nubtaiy 

^’’Pdletiere,  36.  There  is  some  disagreement  among  esqierts  as  to  whether  the  baep 
actually  committed  five  or  six  divisions.  The  mqority  of  experts  on  the  war  identified  six 
divisioiis  in  die  invarion.  See  also  Herzog,  260. 
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fials  he  took  in  his  actual  invaaco,  woidd  not  hnfe  bem 

F/pially  impfiftant,  the  Tragi  army  was  net  onmprtent  enrti^  at  the  hegiming  tfift 

wv  to  undcftikete  kind  of  deq)  attack  needed  to  sdike  at  Tdam  It  was  all  they  could 
haodle  to  sei2B  the  olgectives  they  took.  Theyneitfaffhadlfaeskilltooonductiapid,deq>- 
thn]stin&  oooibnied  sns  opetations  nor  the  logistical  savvy  to  sifjport  laiilge  scale  ofifeosiw 
opetatkns.  Eva  given  the  latfaer  mininial  opposhkn  diey  initial^  fisxd,  die  Icai^ 
got  beimd  dieir  thnetaUes  and  moved,  at  bes^  veiy  tentative^  and  sloi^/‘  It  is  higbly 
doubtfid  diat  die  baqi  anto^  could  have  gotta  inuch  deeper  into  baa  dan  they  actu^  did. 

In  the  absence  of  die  ability  to  conduct  decisive  strategy  offinsive  opetatioas  agamst 
the  bania  anned  fixoes,  Husseiif  s  annyr  would  have  bea  &oed  with  a  extended  war  of 
attrition,  nmeh  lilm  die  one  diey  actual^  fbugitt.  Had  Hussein  anricqwtfri  such  a  war  fiom 
die  oidset,  it  is  doubtfid  diat  he  wQukl  have  initiated  it  Ifis  actual  invasion  gives  sdong  dues 
about  his  stonadhi  and  intentkins  for  a  long  wv  of  attritioa  There  is  littte  doidd  that  Hussein 
saw  a  quick  and  easy  yictofy  in  his  actual  invada  of  Lcaa  Ifis  dmetaldes  jdanned  for  die 
portion  of  die  figjiting  to  be  over  inside  of  a  wedt  and  he  deariy  was  soptised  wha 
the  Iranians  did  not  odlapse  and  turn  a  die  Islamic  regime  in  Tehran.^ 

As  pdnted  out  eariier,  Hussein's  Sunni-based  Baadiist  Party  is  a  minori^  ruling  party 
in  a  natkn  composed  in  die  main  part  of  Shiites.  An  all  out  lioty”  war  against  the  Irania 
Suites  probdify  would  not  have  sat  wdl  widi  die  haep  SSnites  and  certainty  would  have 
risked  disafifecdi^  diem.  The  Iracp  Suites  might  well  support-or  at  least  not  opentyoppose- 


^^OBaUaneq  4g-9. 
^^Fdktiere,  34. 
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m  rtf  Iraw  tn  Ifirfa  ariyikwfi  "tnyM^iy"  hy  IraiMan 

ca^Mukirisa^  te  Ibey  jioMfy  woldd  not  support  m  aU  out  vw  on  thcff  le^ 

AlRHfy  fined  with  ttying  to  keep  IliB  Kuds  in  check,  Hussem  oouki  not  tfifoid  to  tfae 

hanaD8»sid)dae  die  Kuids,  and  afiijugplendieDalBd  Shiite  po|^^  Popular  sigipcit 
fir  an  unlimitBd  ^rar  garnet  Ii»  woidd  haR«  bem  difBcuh  indeed,  if  not  inpoasS^ 

Husseni  to  engender 

Added  to  die  praUenB  mentkoed  aixive,  Huasein  ^  OCA  hann  die  stni^  or  tacdcal 
capabilify  to  support  a  naxh  bedder  invaaka  plan  dian  die  one  diat  acludfy  took  plao& 

^Mule  die  air  fiioe  demonsinied  that  it  could  strike  deq>  iiio  ban  and  altadc  stialeg^  targets, 
fi  eoidd  neidier  mass  fis  aff  ponMT  nor  api^  ft  routing  enoi]^  to  hawe  a  decisive  efiect  oil 
die  haniaoskiooniuncdaa  with  the  Annysopenti^  Ota  dieir  best  days»  the  hat^  were 
marginally  cflectwe  at  aynchronpang  all  their  conabat  ayatans,  to  indiide  air  support^  In 
ahocti  ft  is  unlfio^  dot  the  ooidd  liann  q]|dwd  dieft  aft  power  any  mom  effixtivdy 
dian  dxy  actual^  did.  Ilieft  best  ani^  would  not  faann  bem  good  cnoi^  fir  an  ofiensive 
war  dot  stRick  deqp  into  han. 

Noft,  ft  ft  not  clear  that  haq  woidd  have  nortved  die  outside  support  that  ft  did  had  ft 
poesued  a  genflod,  uoiimitBd  war  agamst  han.  Most  narioos  widi  significant  interests  in  die 
rqion  seek  a  r^fixialbelanoe  of  power  between  haq  and  InuL  They  do  not  want  one  or  die 
odier  of  these  two  oointries  to  attain  legioiid  fa^eoiony.  Any  attenopt  to  bring  down  the 
haman  gomnment  would  have  probate  been  seen  as  an  atteoopt  to  gain  conltd  df  die 
rqiion.  Given  lian*s  hostile  and  unremitting  actions  against  Iraq  before  the  war,  Iraq  mi^ 

^Kjordesman  and  Wagner,  60-1. 
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fanw  ciicilQi  a  modniii  ioleroitknBi  synyn^ 

bn  k  1990^  bit  n  att  Qit  mvaskn  woukl  have  ben  a  diffacot  st^  baq  prolMbiy  ooutd 
iiothii«caqpeeledniiiichoitsidesi|)pnaBkgotduikgliieacliMwv,  ifany  atalL 
DiKiBg  the  actiMJhaiH»  War,  haq  needed  ooosklenbteoitsktesi^yn 
offllebniamandocitiiiielhewBr.  Witfacat  tin  sin»rt,  bn  woukl  Ukefy  have 
cantubUy  gabled  die  upin  hand  and  ddfeated  baq.  An  nlmited  vvar  wciuld  haaw  {xo^ 
alknaled  the  nation  tin  evenbH%sup|Xxtedbaqm  the  actual  Some  of  these  nations 
possibly  have  thrown  dnr  support  befabad  bn  if  baq  had  been  able  to  seriously 
dieaten  bn  widi  defin.  baq  could  not  afiBxd  to  litiLwidciting  or  escalating  die  war  to 
mdude  the  supeqiowecs.  Winning  would  have  been  out  of  the  question  onoe  other  nations 
btervcned  on  hanfs  or  theb  am  behalf 

The  jgnal  issue  is  die  trmiendQus  difficulty  of  maldrigwer  on  a  revidut^  As 
Bnem  leannf  b  is  no  ea^  thmg  to  defcrt  a  nation  galvanized  by  levohtkxny  fovor  and 
fiatfa.  Even  widinaarebnpresshv  opening  victories  dni  he  actually  achieved,  Hussem  would 
sti&  have  had  to  fine  a  nation  dilfy  nubilized  gainst  hbn.  Even  if  Hussein  would  have  been 
aide  to  destroy  nucfa  die  banin  aray,  it  is  not  dear  that  his  forces  could  have  reached  a 
pobt  where  they  could  actually  strike  at  Khomeini  and  his  lieitenants.  Moreover,  as  the  war 
demonshated,  die  banians  were  aMe  to  dun  out  Revdutionaiy  Guard  units  m  large  nunobers 
and  with  great  r^juloity.  Ihe  likdihood  of  die  batpAnned  Forces  withstandbig  die  kind  of 
waifivediey  fioed  against  the  Pasdacan^^iiledeq}  made  of  ban  is  not  very  high-  Widiout 
dieb  entcenchnnits  and  baerkr  Imes  of  cooKOunkation,  diey  would  have  been  hard  pressed 
to  beat  off  die  bamans  like  they  did  in  die  actual  war. 
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Hid  Hundn  tiufy  inkEMod  lllit  fanfs  oeolar  of  goMly  WK  Kb^ 

IkukaoDli,  he  woidd  bBve  aem  tfait  ny  invaBkii  wouU  iwe  riikni  CBcaii^ 
unUmited  wr.  The  war  oouki  not  be  wen  iiifl  (1)  Khonnm  aul  fab  ioner  code  of  ckrics 
wBRiemowediRnipowa;  (2)  they  decided  to  stop  the  war  because  they  saw  the  war  as 
unwiinable^  or(3)tfaqrwa»OQa9leleiy  dbcreditedfaytfaelianbapeQptetfaanseives.  None 
of  these  evems  woidd  have  happened  widnut  at  kast  as  micfa  sacrifice^  Uooddied,  and 
wasting  of  natkanl  lesouroes  as  oocuned.  Had  Hossein  fixecaated  dib  knid  of  war,  the  kiiid 
of  war  he  actualfy  coded  19  he  ixobaUy  wcwkl  not  have  iiidertaicm  the  invaskn  in 

the  fiist  plaoe.  In  a  war  against  a  levohdknaiy  state  there  b  no  quick,  cheap  victciy. 
THEBUCyCPfllRCffCaUVnY 

To  accuse  tik”  hanians  of  fidlmg  to  identify  and  deebivefy  attack  the  ha^  center  of 
gnvify,  at  least  initiatty,  b  M  best  a  9atiiilous  cheap  shot  As  naich  as  the  banians  naght 
have  done  to  pros^  tin  ba^  it  b  rdaliv^  ckar  tint  tiii^  had  no  tfirect  intention  of 
taldngany  overt  militaiy  action  against  the  baqb  at  the  outset  of  the  war.  Thebanian 
leadecafai^s  attentian  was  focused  ademslfy  to  ensure  the  consolidation  of  the  blamic  ekeks^ 
hold  on  political  power.  As  mentioned  earibr,  they  were  busily  dbnaMtling  foe  regular 
armed  forces  to  ensure  they  could  not  again  become  an  instnanent  of  stale  oppression  like 
they  had  been  under  the  Shah.  Ihe  banian  aoned  forces,  as  a  result,  were  in  no  shape  to 
a  war. 

Fediaps  it  b  more  indicative  of  banian  reydutionapr  ant^ance  than  any  fanmediatr 
hegemonic  ident  foat  they  took  active  steps  to  antagonize  Hussein's  Baafobt  regime  by 
conanittingorsupportingany  number  of  acts  that  were  dneedy  threatening  to  die  well-being 
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aid  of  Huasdn  Reg^ne.  At  any  rate,  the  haiiais  were  botii  iiyqpared  for  aid 

siipriaed  by  die  wv  that  came  in  1980.  FardieIraoians,dieiDitiHdpcftkiiafdie  warwas 
nodiing  nuR  dnn  a  straggle  for  survivaL  Ibeir  foos  wu  on  stopping  die  baqi  mvasxxi  and 
dien  uldniaa^  diofwing  dimi  bade  across  die  ixe-wsr  border.  Evenhadly,  hoaever,  batf  s 
sdatagy  inatiaed  to  enoonpass  die  overthrow  of  Saddani  Hussem  and  las  Baadast  fcginie.^ 
By  die  dnrd  week  after  die  invaskn,  die  Innians  were  begniing  to  cfaacacterize  the  war  as  a 
Jihad  for  die  defense  and  swvival  of  Shiite  Ubonism.^  lafer,  Saddsni  Hussem  bimsdf  came 

tr>  ««  «ng^  mmrf  ntiwiftflitaift  imH  rrifical  tfwwa  tn  Shiite  Tahmam  and  the 

Iranian  religious  revohakm.  Hence,  die  war  could  not  be  brought  to  a  sueoessfid  oondusion 
without  hb  ouster. 

Other  banian  pcditkal,  idigious,  economic  and  military  aims  were;  at  bes^  undbar. 
Sinre  dieir  war  aims  were  always  couched  in  religious  tenns,  the  conflict  took  on  the 
character  of  total  war-  a  to  the  death  of  a  righteous,  politioo-tdiigioos  system  against 
one  dondnated  by  evil  infidels.  TWhatdiismeammtermsQftencitoiy,dKultiniate|ioli^ 
fiae  of  baq,  and  the  eventual  di^xisition  of  the  baqi  anned  fixoe  is  an  open  question. 
Nonedidess,  die  banians  actual  militaiy  operations  indicate  dot  diey  intended  to  retake  die 
Shatt-al-Afab  and  seize  the  key  soudiembaqi  cities  of  Basra  and  UmmQasr.^  This  move 
would  have  cut  off  baqfs  access  to  die  Persian  Gulf  and  greafly  complicated  bay  efforts  to 
eeqport  oil,  their  key  source  of  national  revenue.  Apparenth^  they  believed  diat  the  seizure  of 

^iCing,  20.  See  also  Cfaubin  and  Tr^  80. 

^^Cfaubin  and  Tiqip;  38. 

^^Pdletiere,  100. 
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It  80ODSB  roiMODiifal^  doMf  IlMt  Ihdhd  iBodoKsiiip  sw  SttddHB  Hubbohei 

liuMifwtfiekeyiDdeftiliDf  1i»iRqi&  Wk  die  Inin  nuitfifady  would  ootiwte 


oeoInlaidiiiaitnpiilHdiE^piBfi^  For  widioitliin^  there  prabd^ 

fane  been  awv  read.  The  critkal  issue  it  state  here  k  whether  drehovires  were  oonect  in 


Thst  tte  hnan  were  OBiy  psrtkliy  oonect  in  tiiev  kteti&sliQo  of  the  haqi  stESlegic 
oente  of  prei^  is  sigpiScsre  in  eeqpUong  their  intbffity  to  briqg  die  war  to  8  suooeasfid 
ainiMiy  tokioi^dieyonly  ideeli&daporiioaofdtooereerofgrevi^inilianiy.  Swhten 
Hresem  was  only  one  fart  of  e  nure  cstenBre  eyatem  dire  wouU  more  sipupasaefy 
deiinestedreM  oeaiBrofpower  reisrtomWpsinfeBq.  Monoav,  die  haasDs  did  not  hter 
see  how  dre  center  of  pren^  would  be  stoensdKOBd  fay  ^toquisilion  of  militaiy  equipnent 


snd  financire  SBSistanoe  fiom  odier  netkiiSi 

Tte  Innreif  tediility  to  understand  ckaify  dre  power  retekosli^  between  tte 
elemeB8»ofdreNeo<3susewitaian<>redrini^inhaqleddwniBtoawardwnirtHri7edfay 


d»  prefl^ate  waste  offaumanlifi^  national  treasure^  and  mOitaifyeqiitenBt.  Khomemiand 
Us  inner  code  underestimated  Hussehf  s  aUhty  to  faring  Us  nation  tc^etfaer  as  a  cohesive 
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uttmilely  |XMC88ed  poUtical  pom  to  cfaa^  natkxnl  policy  cr  Inn^ 

RagniB^  An  inlmiited  m*  of  attritiaD,  m  liie  ckricaf  eyes,  woukl  cause  so 
casualties  nd  such  a  gpsat  dnm  on  Ifae  ]«p  eaxniQr  that  emtually  popular  sifjpoit  fo  ifae 
m’wouki  give  out  Oboe  that  happeed,  die  popilaoe  umld  fiaoe  the  govenment  to 
cafMtulale  and  then  qud  poawer.  Ttab  reading  die  political  r^Skiidi^  in  baq  was 
fimdanientalfy  vnon^  and  it  caused  the  Iianiaas  to  go  after  onfy  a  poftion  of  die  ovenll 
center  of  gpavity  in  die  vvnngvvay.  Moreover,  it  doled  to  take  into  account  die  kngdis  many 
interested  natkins  outside  of  die  conflict  would  go  to  preserve  Husseiif  s  r^jnie  and,  heno^ 
n^onal  balance  of  power. 

Ihe  baqi  strat^ic  center  of  gtatviiy,  like  dot  of  die  Iianians,  can  be  found  in  die 
quadrinity.  As  with  die  search  fir  die  banian  center  of  g^Bvily,  it  is  pediaps  best  to  go 
drougli  a  process  of  eliminatian  and  lefineoaent  to  idetfify  the  true  liaqi  center  of  gravity 
uai^  die  five  definiiig  conditions  of  die  model  The  final  candidate  oii^  to  have  been  die 
target  of  die  banian  war  strat^. 

bat^s  economy  was  exoeptianally  strong  befixe  the  war  largely  because  of  huge 
fixdgn  exchange  reserves.^  These  reserves  were  gained  ahnost  solely  through  die  oil 
iiidustiy,  diepriinary  econoinKen^neofbaq.  As  die  war  progressed,  however,  the  ba^ 
first  suffered  dK  loss  of  then  dl  terminals  in  the  Gulf  and  then  their  i^idines  duou^  ^ria. 
These  setbacks  a  massive  cutback  of  oil  esqiotts  fixxn  some  1.3  mUlion  bmrels  a  d^ 
to  some  700,000  barrels  a  day  by.  1982.^  Eiqperts  have  estimated  diat  this  piecqiitoin  drop 


♦lanft  19. 
^•Pelldkrei  71. 
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<iff  A  cqxito  coallied  the  goivaiBieot  to  ftn  liie  ooliMiy  and  pu^ 

tofionoetiiB  windhejeopaRiy.  iodicRive  of  lia^  eoGooinic  woes  m  the  drop 
$147  taBicii  aiplus  m  19S0  to  a  $10.9  tallni  deficit  it  1982.^  For  the  next  five  yeacs  inq 
would  be  dependant  OD  the  fioaodal  fa^gease  of  the  Gidf  StaSes  aod  sevend  other  WBstaoi 
notkustofiiidtfaBWBr."  liaqm  die  mCerveoiiig  years  was  able  to  oontiaue  the  war  only 
dvoui^  massive  mfiaons  of  fbneigi  aid  (an  csthnateri  $25-30  bOlionX  ciabacks  in  domestic 
cgyendtoBes,  severe  debt  leschediiKnft  the  promise  of  anas  fcr  future  oil  qqports>  and  the 
opening  of  new  oUptoeBnesdious^  Saudi  Arabia  and  Ibrioey.^^  Hus  isnottfaepictiaeofa 
robust  economy.  Radier,  it  suggests  a  ooundy  dependent  on  others  and  fiaied  widi  eadreme 
intemal  austcri^  measures  to  survive  cconomicaHy.  AccoRfioglly,  it  is  reasonable  to  assert 
that  die  economy,  wfaOe  a  streogtfi  at  the  beginning  of  die  war,  increasingj^y  until  it 

became  a  weakness. 

AU  dus  hawing  been  sad,  k  does  not  qpear  dot  baqfs  economic  dedine  lessened  the 
ha^s  determination  to  keep  fighting  ^White  da  Hussem  R^ime  repeated^  sought  peace 
setdensentsdaoughouttfaewar,  it  was  prqiered  to  continue  fighting  in  the  absence  of  an 
acoqitabte  Iranian  response  to  ite  peace  overtures  bnokered  dawu^  die  Unted  Nations  and 
other  agencies.  The  rde  of  die  economy  can  be  best  cbatacteroBd  as  an  dement  of  national 
power  that  irndally  aUowed  die  ha^  to  fight  but  did  not  drive  the  war  effixt  as  die  single 

^Andiony  R  Cordesman,  The  han-haq  War  and  Western  Security,  1984-87:  Stiat^ic 
hnidicatioas  and  Policy  Opttons.  (London:  Janets  PuUidnng  hic.,  198^  44. 

^’’E^dletiere,  72.  Mi^Oulf  State  contributors  were  Kuwait  Saudi  Ardxa,  the  UAE,  and 
Qatar.  Odier  nations  d^  asdsted  haq  were  France,  die  Soviet  Unkai,  C3iiiia,  and  die  IMted 
Sates. 

^Ccfdesmai,  44, 46-7.  See  also  King  18. 
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BKMt  critical  ccwycMCTt.  siteeqoent  lole  wm  thri  it  Unoted  the  scope  of  the  Im^ 
cribtt,iM<  did  not  jeofiHriize  the  aoiiad  impetus  Givea  SatUbm  Hussem's 

limiled  objectives  at  the  Qiiset  of  the  wv,  it  is  to  say  tfait  the  state  of  the  baip  eoonooQ^ 
oeriaml^  aBom«d  him  to  initiate  the  1XV  but  it  was  not  the  single  most  iii9(i^ 
of  die  natnnal  systion  upon  iriucfa  die  entire  vrar  dOfiat  vvas  ]xedi^^  Odier  fictas  ponied 
out  carikr  m  dns  paper  seem  to  have  enoow^ed  Husseitfs  aggresaion.  £Bs  assunnoe  and 
ootifidence  diat  he  oould  sncoessfiitty  the  war,  then,  came  fian  another  source  of 
sticngdL  Henoe^  die  eoooooiy  does  not  meet  the  first  condition  of  die  center  of  gtsvity 
definition. 

ft  is  qpiestiooahie  whedier  the  eoononiy  meets  any  of  the  other  fiwr  conditions  of  the 
model  eiiher.  IWhite  a  oomidere  odlapae  of  die  ftacp  eoononiy  misjht  have  caused ''cascadmg 
and  delerkiating  effects”  in  the  ftaqi  war  efifeit,  a  partial  collapse  did  not  bring  about  a 
critical  deterioiation  in  die  InqPs  actual  war  efifeft  fti  ftaqfs  case^  die  domestic  scene 
remained  rriatively  tianqml  widi  Utde  overt  crridenre  of  mqor  political  dhsadsfiKtion  or 
social  ifdieaval  among  the  general  batppopulaoe.^  The  militaiy  was  able  to  continue 
openaions,  and  they  never  appeared  to  approach  collapse,  even  after  BM^militaiy  setbacks. 
The  &ct  that  die  ftacp  state  held  togedier  in  spite  of  its  economic  hardsh^  is  indicative  that 


^^This  comment  is  not  meant  to  dowqday  the  Kurdirii  pcbUem  irincfa  was  a  significant 
proUem  fir  the  Hussem  Regime  throughout  die  war.  Nevertheless,  die  Kurdish  separatist 
movemern  pre^idsted  die  conflict  and  did  not  ippear  to  deteriorate  popular  support  for  the 
war  any  fivdier  than  it  would  have  deteriorated  as  a  result  of  other  ftctors.  Tteauthor 
reoc^niZBS  that  diere  were  periodic  demonstrations  and  strikes  during  the  later  part  d  die  war, 
but  they  appear  not  to  have  had  a  nagor  impact  on  Hussein's  will  to  continue  the  war.  This  is 
not  to  sav  that  Hussein  was  unconcerned  about  these  everts  and  that  did  not  alter  how  he 
fbu^  as  a  result 
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the  811808^  of  teiwp  stale  Klonoiver,  the  banian  dki  not  ap|xo^ 

aiinBviDg  tibeb  political  0Dab  ftr  tbe  war,  cwm  ixta  the  baqi  econony  m  in  dan^ 
biffing.  ^MffieHnaein  ns  wiffing  to  negotiate  fiirffie  status  quo  ante  bellun^  he  was  note 
wiffingtDidinqpiiab  liislioldonpowernarfixoedtodosa  As  evidenced  by  how  war 
ende4  ban  w«  unaMe  to  cause  die  ooliapse  and  leoioival  of  the  bacp  Baaliiist  Reginie  headed 
by  Saddam  Hussem.  Ihey  neffiier  brake  Husseinfs  wiU  dniusli  die  eoonon^  nor  ibnoed  him 
into  a  bettor  pea«diatieoo0ii2eddieffkn^tenninta«ls.  Ihat  Saddam  Hussein  lemained 
m  power  and  even  stieqgthcned  bb  political  oontRd  ewer  baq  dunng  die  war  certainly 
iDwanen  itiat  Iranian  aim. 

The  eUmination  of  dto  baqi  natknal  economy  as  a  candkkte  &r  the  center  of  gravity 
leads  to  dtoneid  element  ofdiequadrinity:  the  faaqipopulaoa  One  author  has  cfaamclBriaBd 
Hiissemashawifig'topeycarefiilattentiantotwodiffiaentfioals.'^  Ihefint,  ofooiasek 
was  the  war  widi  baa  The  second  was  the  home  fiont  b  was  the  second  boot  dut  could 
undermine  Husseirfscatira  war  effort  ifheffid  not  bind  the  diveneefcmenia  of  die  haqi 
polity  into  a  singie  cohesive  entity  that  would  support  his  war  effort,  or  at  least  not  dendl  it 
Hussem  leaifity  saw  die  need  to  create  a  sense  of  nationalism  and  nationd  unity  vdiere  litde 
or  none  coasted  before.^  llad  he  had  to  do  so  strangty  indkata  that  the  bacp  people  were 
notthebaipoentarofgtavity.  bistead,  dity  were  a  potential  weakness  that  oould  be 
eiqiloiited  if  HiEBcm  Med  to  cream  die  conditions  where  di^  could  be  oontrcdled  or 
nunqiulated  to  do  his  bidding. 


^^eSadan  and  Tt^  S3. 
14-5. 


46 


Hussem,  as  head  of  die  ruling  Baaih  Paty,  was  a  mmonty  leader  wdl  understood 


die  pQteodalfyfiBctkiusiiatise  of  Iraqi  soc^ty.  Religkiusty  delineated  between  Sunnis  and 
Shiiies  and  edmically  between  Arabs,  Tiaioomans,  Assyrians,  and  Kurds,  Iiwp  society  had 
gneal  potential  to  come  apart  at  the  seans.  Hussein,  aooondngty,  was  carefiil  to  use  a  variety 
(d*  tedbniques  to  coerce  or  Clyde  die  puUic  mto  stqjporting  his  reghne.  Hewaseitfaer 
ruthless  or  generous  dqxnding  on  the  dictates  of  the  political  situation. 

Foreruost  anong  his  techniques  was  his  establishment  of  himsd^  tymbolkally  and 
actualty,  as  the  nation's  leads.  Inyoctant  in  this  pditkal  process  was  his  tying  of  the 
nation's  foitunes  in  the  wa  directly  to  his  own  survival  and  wril-bemg.^  While  the  haqi  wa 
efifixt  did  have  a  short-lived  period  of  broad  popufar  siyport  in  die  b^hming  afier  the  Irap 
Amy's  irdtial  successes  in  1980,  it  is  more  accurate  to  say  tha  die  populace^s  conydiance 
with  the  reqpiirenients  inherent  in  fighting  the  wa  stemmed  mote  fiom  a  sense  of  patriotic 
duty  than  national  fervor,  pacticuhdy  afier  the  Iranians  went  on  the  offensive.  It  was  this 
tadt  pidilic  acceptance  of  Hussein's  leadership  and  the  requirements  estrfdished  by  the 
government  radier  dian  national  consensus  fix  war  that  kept  die  pidilic  fiom  short-circuiting 
die  war  effort 

To  Hfossdn's  oecfit,  he  was  particularly  adept  at  maniytilating  the  political 
environment  in  \^cfa  he  operated  to  achieve  his  ends  of  maintaining  total  political  power  and 
oonydete  control  of  die  war  effort  He  adueved  these  ends  by  eliminating  serious  threats  to 
his  power,  convincing  the  populace  that  die  "defensive"  war  with  fem  was  necessary  fix 
national  survival,  and  courting  fiivor  with  the  disenfianchised  dements  of  Iraqi  sodety 

^’Quddn  and  Tr^  94.  See  also  King,  12. 


47 


(pertkulHty  tlie  ShiilBs)  a  ante  of  sock4 


It  has  bem  no  aecRt  tfiiit  HuBsein  laed  both  fais  oim  BiemBl  seonty  appanttB  an^ 
the  amied  fiioes  itadf  to  kfeodfy  and  dmaoiie  scKkMB  Ihisscxtaf 

actkn  was  nxst  eWdent  in  the  HtBsein  gowenineDtls  haodlii^  of  tlK  Vanous  Kurdiaii 
political  and  guerilla  otganiTatkre  were  openly  active  in  didroppoaition  of  die  Baadnste 
united  in  tiidrcaU  fertile  ovotianw  of  SaddaniHusseia  The  divasion  of  tbe  war  with  lean 
gave  tiiem  tfae  opportunity  to  sustain  a  pntionged  guerilla  campaign  that  harassed  and  tied 
down  significant  portions  of  tiie  ba^  armed  ftrees.^  Hussem,  in  resfxaise^  ahemated 
between  policies  of  force,  brfliery,  jnthnidation,  and  caqtidtation  of  Kurdirii  rivalries  to  kxp 
tiiem  in  check.  Ifis  efibrts  inet  witii  tittle  success. 

Workmg  in  Hussein's  fiivor,  however,  was  tiie  Kurdf  inability  to  engender  arty 
syngiatity  or  sipport  fixm  otiier  gKRgs  in  tile  general  batp  population.  As  a  result  their 
tiaeat  was  kicatiaed,  if  not  dinainated.  Nonetiidtess,  tiity  presented  a  persistent  threat  to  the 
autonority  of  Hussein's  state  apparatus.  Attesting  to  tiie  virulenoeoftiieKurrfiriiptoUem  has 
been  the  Kurd's  oonthmed  survival  and  tiieat  to  tiie  Iracp  state  up  to  the  pteseni 

If  Hfisein  was  iiot  aUe  to  (dacate^  sitigii^ate,  or  subdue  the  Kurds,  be  fired  better 
tiie  Ira^  Shiites.  Con[ipo8ii]g  iiearty  sixty  percent  of  tiie  Iraqi  population,  tiie  Shiites  saw 
tiieoasdvesnaore  as  members  of  local  tribes  tiiai  as  Shiites  witiicomiDoa  bonds  in  Icni.  In 
Iraq,  unlike  han,  the  Shiite  people  have  increasing^  become  urbmiTtd  and  educated,  tibereby 
sedng  tiieir  fiiture  tied  to  the  ecQiiormc  wdtbeing  of  tiidr  towns  and  tribes.  Hence,  ifadr 

^^ing,  11-3.  See  also  Qsibin  and  Trqip,  97,  100. 

^’King,  16.  Fstimates  are  that  Kurdish  rdieb  tied  up  two  of  Iiaq:S  seven  armies  during 
the  1985-86  time  fiame.  Essentially,  Iraq  was  finding  a  two  fient  war. 
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loyalties  lay  with  tfadr  enfiloyas  and  kinsfi^  micfa  moie  so  ifaai  with  ShHte  idigioiis 
kados."  Because  diey  hsrixied  no  partkuhr  enoaity  to  the  pfedooainantfy 
IVnty,  they  were  lotite  ground  fer  recniitinent  by  tbe  Ba^^  In  fint,  the  eooaomic  success 
of  die  Hussein  R^ime  in  the  late  1970^8  and  eaify  198(ys  did  micfa  to  inoprove  natimal  living 
standards  and  eoonoodc  opportunities.  Ihis  i^iward  economic  trend,  in  turn,  served  to 
engender  tadt  aocqitanoe  of  the  Tdoriti  and  Raalfaist  leadeniii^  if  not  i^kfaearted  support. 

Mdienever  Shiite  idigkxis  leadens  attempted  to  unite  Shiites  in  opposition  to  the 
Ihissein  Rf^me,  die  n^fands  response  was  swift  and  ralfaless.  A1  Dawa,  a  leading  Shiite 
opposidon  movement,  felt  this  quick  retribution  after  its  unsuccessful  assassination  attenopt 
against  Tareq  Aziz  in  1980.  Tmmediaidy  the  govenaneot  hnposed  mqor  restrictuMS  on 
Shiite  political  activities  and  authorized  die  severest  of  sanctions  against  those  viho  vidated 
diese  restrictions.  These  sanctions  induded  die  esqiulsion  of  tbousands  of  Suites  arid 
imposition  of  governmental  control  over  Shiite  revenues.^ 

Shiite  leaders  like  Imam  Mdiammed  Baqr  al-Sadr  and  Ayatollah  Kbd  could 
potenrialty  unify  die  Shiite  community  were  arrested  and  essentially  sUenced.  hnamal-Sadk 
piesumdify  was  later  executed"  The  overall  result  df  these  actions  was  die  fiactiooalizarioD 
of  any  mtemal  Sbiite  unify  and  the  driving  of  the  more  radical  Shiites  into  the  haniao  camp. 
As  a  consequence;,  die  most  radical  anti-government  Siiite  dements  like  A1  Dawa  were 
marginaliTBd  and  assodated  with  a  national  enemy,  Iran.  This  result,  in  turii,  reduced  dieir 


"Qnibin  and  Tr^  99. 


"Ibid,  99. 
^tTBallance,  27. 


49 


BDBBKDDv  BMBOB  JOni^* 


Anote&ctoinliiedMMonafflipinlcmal  ShBteliieatiwteyvcnMicirf 
lUMld  to  ''pai'AiabiSOL"^  lbs  ttaartiinta  p— tirn^tir  wiyiiiiiui^  OD  COltinl 

dl£taiocs  between  bn  and  Inq.  Ibeyponn^diepecpteafbaqashaviiigaoQaiim 
Anb  adtural  faeritagB  ifistiiict  fiom  die  IMn  cultiis  bi  Ibis  legaed, 

Hassein  took  gteat  pain  to  paint  gflilapt  Shiite  lalamiamM  a  cover  fa  bsBfs  (to 
’Totsin'^  extroae  natknalim  and  historical  indmidadn  of  d»  baq^  Tins  stratqiy, 

of  couTO  designed  to  oooriiTO  the  baep  Shiites  to  choose  odtixai  and  natknaiistic  ties 

over  xeiigiaiis  ones.  To  die  eront  tin  die  Baadnstseaeperienoed  little  oppositkii  to  die  war 
born  die  Sbiites»dieb  strategy  appeand  to  be  suooeasfiiL  The  ooUective  bacp  Shiite  fiBhxe  to 
side  wndi  die  banians  durmg  die  war  effbetivefy  diwarted  banfs  overaU  strategy  to  btnng  down 
Htissein  and  his  goveoanenL 

The  fiv^oing  dincusskn  proents  die  picture  (d*  a  people  who  had  to  be  managed, 
nTOqwlated  and  ooerod  into  supporting  die  war  efibet  The  impetus  ftr  war  did  not  cook 
from  the  Iraqi  govecamentls  secure  fedings  rixxt  dg  Iraq  peof^  loyal^  and  enthusiasm  for 
war  against  ban.  Throng^bout  the  war  Hussein  was  camfiil  to  \g>  die  dienies  of 

natiomdisni  and  national  sundvd,  for  he  knew  his  peofde  were  not  his  grot  strength,  bidos 
r^Bid,  it  is  idadvidiy  safe  to  ^dm  diat  Ids  pcdidcal  objectives  were  pursued  in  spite  of  the 
polenrial  proUenB  he  ootdd  encounter  from  his  peofde.  Hence,  the  bacp  peQ|de  M  as  a 
candidate  for  baqfs  strata  center  of  gravity  because  diey  do  not  meet  die  lequirennits  of 
ocaiditiQn  one  of  the  center  of  grav^  modd. 


«>Kiiift  14. 
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Mliv  ndsw  (tf  w  bK|i  |»|xdioe  uoder  the  oentv  of  gnmfy  modd 
fiiegoiiig  OQociuBkii.  IhelvgBiiiBberofimqtGaBiiildesdklfaBveaiiqpiivei^^ 
Brtoaalnionik!,  aBd<irydk^tead^D^■^^fafnil^ftl)o^Mlg8^p^  Noveididess, 

by  tyiqg  1i»  sixvivsl  of  fab  goweriHiieDt  to  his  onm  poRBcnal  survival  sid  the  welMwig  of  the 


nslkii  in  gcoonl,  Sadikm  Hisseia  WBS  afafe  to  admimslier  major  poiiticd  damage  ooolid 
vto  Ifae  tide  of  tiie  wer  turned  i^saist  Iraq  sod  tiie  Lntp  AniQr  begn  to  tal»  large  miites 
of  casualties.  Hussein  tiook  a  laiidxr  of  initiatives  to  placate  the  popilaoe  to  include  ba& 
OHlerial  and  ^nteiic  incentives.  Material]^,  he  ensured  that  die  fianlies  of  slain  soldiers 
vwre  financal^wefrcared  fee  by  govenanentpenskMis,  consumer  pwjduresvwereieasonab^ 
atvailable,  and  money  wk  made  available  for  maad^  ptojecta*  partkidarly  in  ShiilB  cities.® 
Symbolically  he  widened  the  compoation  of  die  National  Asseaabty  to  mdude  many  more 
ShiitBs.  Moreover,  he  made  a  poire  of  puUk^  praising  heroes  of  ShiitBhbhxy  and  dedaring 
Shiite  ftstivres  as  piddic  hdidays.  Finalfy,  studenb  m  Shiite  senmnaties  vrere  exeenpted  fiom 
nulitBiy  service.® 

Qawdarivdy  diese  kinds  of  actions,  in  coiiunction  widi  selected  repressive  measures 
dampened  any  oven  puUic  oppootion  to  die  war.  As  a  iesidt,lxa9  losses  never  toudred  off 
a  "cascading  and  deteriorating  effect”  with  reflect  to  the  popnlace.  Since  pditical  support 
fcr  dre  r^tme  never  dbmt^treed,  d»  govenanere  was  aMe  to  continue  pursuing  its  war 
aims.  Because  die  Iraniare  were  never  aide  to  cause  dredisire^rehon  of  Iracp  support  for 
the  war  effort,  they  were  unaUe  to  undermine  and  bcii^  down  the  Hbssdn  R^ime,  one  of 


®King,  13.  See  abo  Cfaubin  and  Ti^  100>1. 
®Cfadbin  and  Tite  100-1. 


teirctely  ilM0dobieclh«Biii4ie  w.  ]BfiKt,HuB8«fs'wiQto]»aiete  wqppevedto 
faKdm  as  baq  cgqpoinped  setbacks.  It  is  testaoieat  to  Hussemfs  ]x)litical 
luthliessncss  tfiat  the  famaDs  were  unabk  to  bring  down  the  haqi  gpvenMnent  tfarou^  the 
disafitok)oofitS]M|iilaoe.  That  toe  InoiaDS  oadd  net  do  so  straqglly  indiciies  Ifaat  anate 
ekoEHOt  of  d»  qpadrimty  siBS  dto  nal  stntogic  oenler  of  gnndQr. 

llieanKd&im,lfaeo»  is  the  nod  element  to  cnomie.  Here  there  is  a  stranger  case 
to  be  made  tor  its  being  a  part  of  die  Iiacp  center  of  gravity.  little  can  be  said  againat  die 
dot  dut  dre  military  iwas  one  of  IhKifs  great  mihtary  strengSis  at  the  begnoing  of  the  iwar. 
C3eai!fy,  d»  amred  fivoes  were  Rsponsibto  in  great  nreasure  tor  ensutiog  die  entire  war  efibet 
did  nett  ooilapse  even  atalnqeeqperienoedini^iBilitaiy  setbacks.  As  the  war  progressed 
and  dnr  aIdU  increasedL  diey  becanw  a  fbrnadaUe  opponent  to  dre  Icaoans  and  repeiled  aD 
serious  tfareats  i^ainst  ban  fiom  1996  until  die  end  of  the  war. 

StOI,  it  would  be  a  nostake  to  cfaacaclatre  die  nilitaiy  uniqiiefy  as  ba^s  sttatqre 
center  of  gnnilyduing  die  war.  (Hven  dre  wtatkariiip  of  do  Ira^  anned  femes  to  die  Iraqi 
govemnacre  and  Saddam  Hiasem  himseid  a  more  accurate  descrqition  of  dnr  lofe  would  be 
diat  eieoMnts  of  dre  BBlitaiy  system  were  a  part  of  do  ontter  of  grevity  dntt  by  in  die  border 
area  between  dregofvemment  and  mSitaiysystenis.  Tfab  pditioo^Blitaiy  networi:  sustained 
power  fer  HLBsein,  protected  die  nation  fiom  defeat,  and  gave  Hussein  the  assurance  that  he 
could  iradate  and  a  suocessfiii  war  aganst  barL 

Without  the  loyalty  and  support  of  die  militaiy,  Hussren  and  his  r^feae  would  not 
have  ascended  to  power  in  die  ficst  {dace.  Hussein  understood  all  too  well  diat  an  mnhitious 
and  competent  general  could  wdl  seize  power  fer  Imnsdf  if  Hussein  did  not  control  the 
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nalitaiy  hiencliy  and  sekclied  units  iwfaose  esqplidt  prinniy  filled 
regime;^  With  Ifab  in  niind,  Hussem  set  out  after  taiemg  power  to  csqpd,  and  in  soine  cases 
liquidate,  ftMse  militaiy  officers  ^hom  he  bdkved  would  pose  a  ftatat  to  hina  and  Ms 
legintt.  Nfsiiy  were  Baaftuste  fike  himseif  Hussem  rq;daoed  ftiese  ofiSoere  with  nxxe 
rdiaUe  Idnsnien  and  ftiose  iKho  woidd  owe  him  ftieir  loyally  as  a  direct  result  of  his 
patronage  <rf  them.  M  additioD,  he  supfdennled  ftiese  activities  with  the  additkii  of  die 
Baaftust  Nfilita^r  Bureau,  reqponiSde  fir  pcditically  indoctrinatmg  of  all  officers  in  units  and 
recommending  or  denymg  promotion  as  result  of  their  political  idiability”  The  result  of  this 
process  was  an  oftker  coips- particulaiify  senior  officers-  indebted  to  him  fir  their  poaitioos 
and  influence.  Moreover,  dry  were  imbued  wiffi  Baadiist  ideotogy,  ftie  deviation  fiom  lahicfa 
would  resuk  in  die  termination  of  their  careers,  if  not  dieir  fives.  Many  of  these  officers  were 
eidier  related  to  Hussein  or  fiom  a  small  Tdaid  efite  vito  viitualfy  made  up  Hussehfs 
govemnent  Hence,  Hussein  held  power  drougibi  a  system  that  ensured  the  greatest  potential 
internal  threat  to  Us  power,  the  mifitaiy,  could  be  contidled  and  directed  as  he  wiflied.  The 
product  was  a  pUitically  rdiaUe  mUitaiy  that  Hussein  resourced  to  be  mifitarify  effective  as 
wdL 

It  is  no  aeddent  diat  Hussein  appdnted  Umsdf  as  a  field  marshal  i^ien  he  took 
power  in  1979,  fir  he  wanted  to  ensure  die  amalgamation  of  political  and  mifitaiy  power  in  a 
seamless  widi  Urn  at  its  center.^  Any  pUitkal  bent  die  nulitaiy  would  ndoei  by 


^^Cordesman  and  Wagner,  61. 

^’Karsfa,  15.  See  also  Gfaiibin  and  Tiqip,  115,  and  Herzog,  25S-9. 
“Karsh,  17. 
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ODesni^,  wouUbellHtofteocttEriao^^  lfaoi»iwHwiydffiGulttoddioMle 
pGliliad  fiom  inyiHy  poww  m  biq  during  Ihe 

f  ■ 

OUPEHBDBDuDk  wBB  IXvOBBB  viiv  IDb  CRHBin  Ot  oPOCMKIZBO  flDO  €UtB  UBB  IDK 

oslenibfyweR  finned  to  cone  IiH8arisiiHBieDH»  Among  line  milimre 

die  Rqpubiican  Qmd»  die  baqt  S^ieciil  Fona»  die  mowd  farigedes  of  the  ReifttM 
UTuion,  MM  Hie  ihmm  w  bib  wpoig  Mwiy.  AuociDCKunB  WEROonniiDciBQoy 
rMJBSBiiis  ciOBe  pemnnM  whocmbbi  or  incBinqTt  or  me  iiUBi  cub  bbo  mio  oonBoiioci  idc 

ooine^nstoineaiilfaBdetoeflfbaqindidiednBBiaeofdiettMeinRngimB.  The 
ingdindinmofdnBonnBBCtimnmbodiinakiknnd  effect  Becaae  die  militKy  ns 
so  cioeefy  tied  to  die  Rgpne  nod  HuBem,  dier  aixvival  m  die  nr  and  idtenniRl  ns  tied 
dM|y  to  Hussein  nd  the  Btodi  Fh^s  finuoes.  Iftfae  Hussein  Rngne  Med  and  the  wsr 
was  km,  they  woidd  meet  the  same  fide  as  Husseia  tofigktoflianianproDoiBicenienlsin 
das  ngsed,  diey  had  {deaty  of  moentive  not  to  kn  tbe  nr. 

fit  Mmi,  Ac  miKhify  pi«yett  «n  Wpy»l  mla  m  aafa^Mirfitng  mnA  twiniiiwiing  W— Hi 

Psion's  hold  on  power.  Because  HneinsiiroundedhmiselfwidikinBnen  or  incfividnab 
pcditkrilfy  indehted  to  him  dvovg^  pasty  des,  Hussemfs  power  stnicture  had  an  essenriid 
mililaty  continent  diat  was  cssenM  to  his  power  and  survivaL  Hence;,  if  Hussein  was  die 
essential  driving  fine  behind  baqfs  imriadon  and  pnkogBtkn  of  die  war,  as  most  ceqieris 
han  aigued,  dien  he  could  onty  be  diaC  force  widi  the  fidl  confidence  that  he  oonircdled  and 
eqoyed  die  fidl  support  of  a  capaUe  miUtaty  machine. 

^OubinandTf^  IIS. 
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1  Mcmi  liin  tilit  HuBKin  ifae  oeolnl  political  fipie 
tr  Bw;  laa  QOifidenoe  iv  inititfiqg  the  m  m  derived  ficm  a  OBtnok  of  seocr  offi^ 
■idcBleiiribliiitwBRkydlDhimaido^MMectfiiBpoaingaimlitBiy  deftetonbHL  Ibe 
fist  lliit  te  c9QgBocies  of  tbe  war  GHoed  Hubbod  to  leplaoe  naliinfy  inooiiipelent  but 
offiocfs  and  idinqaiah  nuch  dedsMHiMddng  autoaaoQr  to  hb  more  oiadsfe 

imAmittet  the  Oisnwainix^  aB^dmig;  teC  aClklB  filOCd  HUBSem  tO  filgB  S 

cnimnon  CBUBO  witti  luB  genoilSi  fiv  dxy  iwdenlnod  that  die  Raartmt  R^jmds  survivd  wbb 
mdieiromiibeatinlerest  Hence,  piaefyimlitaiydedskns  appear  to  haavdewohied  to  a 
gtofd  dcgtoe  doam  to  militaiy  kadera  wlafe  HuBBcm  letamed  ovendl  political  ooB^ 
waranddieoointiy.  Aoconlingiy,  the  mfliiaiy  dincdon  of  dto  war,  at  least,  laas  the  leault  of 
die  decisions  made  by  a  coterie  of  idiable  genends  and  Hussenfs  politaod  kmcr  code. 

ha{fsslntegtooenierofgay^appeaBS,dKn,  tohaaehyondtogpvemmenaal- 
mOitsiy  ideiftoe  of  the  model  To  imderstBod  what  past  of  dto  Iraqi  government  should  be 
included  in  die  system  ooDskfcnd  as  the  center  of  gravity*  Hussenfs  government  must  be 
An  investigataGo  into  dK  nature  ofdtobaqi  political  system  should  give  M 
defimtkn  to  the  center  of  gravity  and  provide  insight  on  bow  difficult  and  complex  die 
destniction,  disarticulatiao,  or  peratysb  of  a  modem  center  of  gravity  can  be. 

From  the  vety  start,  Saddam  Hussein  characterized  the  ban4raq  as  his  war.  lUs 
characterization  b  symbdic  of  die  autocracy  he  endeatvored  to  create  fbnn  die  eariiest  days  of 
fab  assuming  power.  Hussein  succeeded  mbecomii^  die  locus  of  power  in  die  govenanent 
daough  a  variety  of  means,  many  already  articulated  in  the  preceding  discusskxL 

^^^eiletiere,  105-7.  See  also  CbriUn  and  Ti^  119. 
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Nonaliiefca^  itiwiiklbcaBi<itetD«Mumetfa<HaMemcouki«<innnmiwB^ 
vollioit  cKcfid  OQuidentkii  of  llie  polidcal  dynarnks  (iigo^  Fully 

laidrwtawiing  diatdieBaafc  Party  WB  designed  &y  collective  dedakMHiidd^ 
faialGcicalfy  has  iii|)osed  natriclkiB  on  the  cstfeB  of  ponwv  heU  by  kK]i  ltaideol8»  Husaem 
consMtenrtyuiorioBd  to  play  die  dweygertfiKtkasinskte  the  party  agBBHt  each  other  to  bb 
advantage.  He  was  cxtieniefy  adqit  at  klentifying  ^lecific  key  iodivkluBb  fir  special  fitvor  or 
^^nnei  dKRhy  uodeesoQing  diek  dependenK  upon  ban  for  dieir  partkidar  station  m  life. 
Still,  he  was  dqiendent  upon  a  dose  inner  aide  of  finify  membeBS,  kinsnaen,  and  Takriti 
elite  to  ensure  his  policies  and  progams  were  aaried  out  ft  is  dns  group  of  people  vdio 
pecaodfied  dto  lindtadoos  and  oUigptioas  Hussem  had  to  abkfe  by  to  retam  theft  support  and 
semoes.  (>ie  writer  has  described  diegielatinnidtip  as  ‘‘naoeelfloe  a  bairgaip  between  equate 
diSD  any  of  his  odier  pditkal  rdatioBdiips  in  ftaq.  The  tiaditkiialfy  based  nexus  of  trust  and 
blood  kyalty  Iks  at  the  heart  of  the  regime  and  has  in  many  senses  been  untouched  by  the 
war."* 

Saddani  Hussein,  dien,  was  ddmatefy  dependent  upon  and  restrained  by  dns  idadv^ 
snail  inner  aide  of  pditkal  dites.  Ih^  were  both  a  source  of  his  power  and  a  threat  to  it 
Acoordhigly,  Hussein  did  not  go  unchallenged  during  die  war.  In  1982,  as  the  war  was  going 
badly  and  ftaq  dices  was  odlapdng  back  into  Iraq  in  a  near  rout,  Hussein  received  pressure 
frcin  insiden  in  the  goveninent  to  step  down.^  Sensing  da  precariousness  (d*  his  pditkal 

«tfaubinandTii^92. 

’’KhMa  and  Tlr^  89.  One  individual  ficm  da  govenmanf  s  inner  aide  who  called  tor 
Hussein  to  step  down  was  da  Nfinbter  of  Healdi,R9i^llialiini  Hussein.  Hagood 
minisler  was  executed  in  October  for  dns  act  of  "treasoa"  Odars^diojdii^himin 
openly  stating  dus  sentinMnt  eidar  nat  da  Sana  fito  or  were  purged  fixxn  da  hierarchy  of 
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pONW  at  te  poim,  he  fopciided  qiaddy  and  nMhkssiy  fay 
Revoliiioofliy  ConiDBDd  Cottnl  and  itappooiQg  a  smalkr  mne  man  venk^ 
the  cabinet  and  die  Baatibt  Party,  and  woraaing  twdve  of  his  generals  fey  poor  perfonnapoe  in 
baitfe.^  Later,  in  1983,  Hussein  iamxasfiilly  put  down  a  rebellion  fcmented  an  ted  by  hfa 
hdf  bradier,  Barzan  d-Takiiti,  vm  the  head  of  ba^  mtanal  security  at  tee  time.” 

Taloiti  paid  wite  hb  life  for  hb  attempt  to  seize  power.  White  Hussein  obviousty  sunived 
these  tereats  to  hb  teadenteip  and  adweguentiy  tightened  hb  hold  on  power,  they  were  ctear 
lemindem  that  hb  pootioQ  of  power  ooute  and  would  be  put  in  jeopanty  when  hb  juignaeot 
proved  fidlibte  or  wrong. 

llie  poini  of  the  foregoing  anatysb  b  teiat  Hissein  did  not  constitute  the  enCirety  of 
tee  governmertal  apparatus,  as  much  as  he  would  have  liked  for  teat  to  be  the  case.  Ihere 
were  a  madber  of  other  key  individuab  with  whom  he  had  to  share  power  and  who  were  both 
desiring  and  capabte  of  assuming  power  should  Hussein  be  eliminated  or  fixoed  to  step  down. 
Henoei,  it  was  in  hb  utmost  interest  to  coopt  tee  members  of  the  govemnoaf  s  Revtteaionaty 
Oxunaud  Q]uncil  who  survived  hb  purges  One  way  was  to  link  teeir  survival  and  hb  to 
tee  survival  of  tee  state  in  tee  wa:  with  ban.  bi  teat  way  he  could  ensure  then  support  of 
him  and  hb  pdides. 

Over  the  yeas  of  tee  wa  Hussein  sufiBdently  reduced  the  numba  of  members  of  hb 
Revdutknary  Qannand  Qxaial  to  assue  teen  loyalty  to  him  and  hb  ability  to 


tee  Baate  Party. 

^Cordesman  and  Wagper,  141-2. 
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oQoliQltoi.  llieeliteaftliBdilemtfaeROC wmmeflrimofiheNalkKialDefinse 
CoiiicflakmgwidiscwaalodKRiitio  were  probably  idil^  ft  iwas  in  this  ftran 

that  the  most  inyitant  issues  were  decided  lyoa  fti  aU  likdiliocMt  the  mqor 

strategic  dedskns  of  ifae  war  wore  made  in  Ills  fenan,  and  ft  was  here  that  Ifae  directioo  and 
wiU  to  wage  the  war  emsDated.  Undathtedly  Saddam  ftBsein's  opinion  held  sway,  but  it  is 
likdty  that  das  dite  gpoif)  had  die  endee  to  ^)edc  nvae  caodidfy  widi  Hussein  and  a  gtealer 
ray  in  die  decisions  made.  As  already  indicated,  howeiver,  such  candor  always  eptailed  a 
large  degree  of  personal  lisk. 

Hds  polidocHnilitao^  system  that  ?todrtmn  Bissein  deliberate^  created  ensured  diat  he 
had  a  secue  base  of  power  and  diat  any  potential  rivab  had  their  interests  tied  to  his.  Ihis 
system  induded  die  senior  ofBoer  coqs,  seiecled  dite  units  in  the  anned  fixers,  and  most 
probably  dto  mendiers  of  bodi  die  Revohidonaiy  Conxnand  and  Ndional  Defimse  Councils. 

As  kxig  as  dns  network  remained  in  ]daoe^  the  war  would  ocntniie  to  be  prosecuted  as 
Husseinsawfit  \Vhite  Saddam  Hussein  was  undoiditedly  die  nnst  inyiortant  component  (d* 
dus  system,  he  was  probably  iqdaoeaUe.  Fortheliacp  warefibrttooomeqiartoroometoa 
stop,  the  entire  network  had  to  be  destroyed,  disarticulated,  paralyzed,  or  otherwise  rendered 
ineffective.  For  this  reason,  they  odlectivd^  were  die  Iraqi  center  of  gravity. 

This  system  of  militaiy  aid  govermnental  elites  molded  and  manipulated  public 
opinion  fixxn  the  top  down.  Moreover,  they  used  die  internal  security  apparatus  to  its  fiiUest 
extent  to  ensure  diat  die  disaffected  dements  of  ftaepsodety  were  held  in  efaede  Moreover, 
they  both  controlled  the  economy  and  todc  extreme  measures  to  bolster  it  to  attain  dieir  ends 
in  the  war.  In  sum,  dus  pert  of  the  fta^  quadriraty  generated,  harnessed,  and  controlled  the 
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ovcnill  war  efibrt  the  partiodg  igtatkindiiiw  tiie  ckmenls  rf 

eicii  otfiar,  liie  ym  would  neiifaer  hove  been  fostend  nor  feasible. 

Ibe  renioval  of  most  or  aU  of  dus  system  woukl  probebfy  hanw  caused  Ifae  odlapae 
die  emire  ba^  pditkai  and  sodal  stnic^^  for  diere  would  han«  been  no  stnng  oential 
power  to  bdd  die  divene  demeats  of  die  batp  state  togetfaer.  Already  the  Kurds  were  in 
open  rebclbon»  and  it  probobty  would  not  have  been  long  before  a  OQ^  power  struggle 
between  die  Sumi  and  Shiito  sects  would  faawe  ensued.  Nfilitant  SUite  organizatkins  IDre 
Dbwb  would  surdy  have  otoved  badk  hio  baq  and  activ^  pressed  fir  a  gteder  Shiite  rde 
in  die  bacp  power  stnicture.  They  had  already  demonstrated  a  predilection  to  use  vkdenoe 
dtft  oould  have  igpnted  onto  open  dvil  war  between  die  two  sects. 

to  addition,  die  tnditional  tension  between  die  nalitaiy  and  die  civilian  leaderdiq) 
oouto  easify  have  enyited  into  a  fiilH^Ofvm  power  straggle  had  die  cxnter  of  gtavily  been 
seriously  damaged  or  destroyed,  toq  has  had  a  reoeot  histoiy  of  militaiy  coups,  the  niost 
recent  of  vduchbcouslr  Hussein  hinssdf  to  power.  So,  it  is  not  unreasonaUe  to  envision 
some  firm  of  dvil  war  or  open,  vident  straggle  between  the  mUitaiy  and  the  Raathist 
government  or  sonreodierekmentdr  die  militaiy.  Such  an  event  would  surefy  have  doomed 
die  toap  war  efifoit  and  firoed  diem  to  sue  fir  peace.  The  onl^  questions  remaining 
woukl  be  how  fir  die  Iranians  would  press  their  militaiy  defirat  of  die  Irac^  how  much  Iraqi 
soil  diey  would  occupy,  and  ^nhat  kind  of  iqiarations  diey  would  impose  on  the  Ira^ 
government. 

^Vhile  it  is  difiGkralt  to  define  precisely  the  boundaries  of  the  haqp  center  of  gravity^ 
suggested  above,  it  is  idadvdy  clear  diat  the  key  elements  of  the  Iracp  center  of  gravity 
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syato  would  come  firm  the  ekmais  of  the  militaiy  and  gpv^^ 
identified  They  were  die  oentnlocfaeshv  forces  tfaetpulkd  the  ooiiiiy'sesdienieiyd 
eknMOts  togedier  in  a  unified  whole.  Monover^  they  oonofKned  the  oeatnd  power  besets 
ensured  Hussehfs  autaricy  and  gave  Inm  the  confidence  and  ability  to  initiale  and  figbt  &  ^war. 
The  fact  that  neither  aigpificant  cawwlrks  nor  severe  economic  problems  were  enough  to 
faring  about  an  liacp  captolation  poinis  to  the  strength  and  resiliency  of  Husseafs  polidco- 
militaiiy  systeoL  The  goiveeaoienfs  wiU  to  pursue  fix  war  dkecti^  ladialed  froni  die  Tdcriti/ 
Baalh  dite,  partioulaily  Saddain  Hussein,  and  certain  key  elite  units  like  die  RqxMkan 
Guard^  \Vhite  dus  politiaHnilitaty  network  did  riot  grcatfy  noodvate  or  gatvanirc  the  natk^ 
diey  were  able  to  mdoe  sure  dut  piMc  opinion  and  economic  problenos  did  not  adversely 
efiect  the  war  effiat  in  a  debOitatin^  way. 

Iriyortard  to  note  herc  is  the  inyact  daa  external  firaaicial  and  military  hardware 
assistance  had  on  die  ddineation  and  stren^  of  die  haqp  center  of  gravity.  Initially,  one 
mig^  be  tenopted  to  dunk  diat  this  outside  assistance  somehow  eiqxnded  or  changed  the  In^ 
center  of  gravity.  This  would  be  a  nsistdom  presunptki^  AnvrcaocuraiedqMctionofdie 
ide  of  outside  assistance  was  that  it  diored  up  key  weaknesses  and  bdstered  flagging 
strengths  in  die  haqi  riatioiial  systenx  Most  inyiortantfy,  oitside  assistarice  kept  baqfs 
weaknesses  fiom  d^enerating  to  the  p(^  i^bete  dxy  uldniately  sapped  die  strength  of  the 
component  ekments  in  the  Iratp  center  of  gmvi^.  Moreover,  it  iqrfenisbed  the  military 
hardware  that  die  ha^  needed  to  beat  off  a  successful  Iranian  ofifetisive  mto  Iraq.  That  is, 

^Hlkadesman  and  Wagner,  44. 
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oiMskie  aasialaDoe  {Rwcoted  baq  finn  k)8tiig  isiiia  lUsisan 

igycKtant  distinctk»  to  keq)  m  mind,  fa  it  appeals  that  no  nato 
¥«nted  to  see  a  dear<ut  winner  in  die  ooaflkt  Hsacntially  outside  assistance  aUowed 
Hussein  to  pay  fbr  die  war,  gnt  him  a  way  to  tian^xxt  Ms  moneymaker-  oil-  to 
inadst,  and  alkwed  Mm  to  rqdenish  h»  dimini^ied  war  stocks. 

Iliere  seems  to  be  littM  doidit  dial  Hussein  saw  external  assistance;,  both  militarily  and 

pditkally,  as  a  aero  sum  game.  E»dusive  oulskfe  si^jpcrt  £M  Hussein's  baq.  partkulai^ 

f 

fiom  the  natkos  of  die  Qulf  H^on  and  the  two  Si9«powecs,  ensured  a  pMitkalfy  tsdated 
Lm  Hissein  wdl  understood  die  strata  advanti^  that  Lan  possessed,  and  denial  of 
extemal  sqipQit  to  Iran  could  c^&et  those  advantages  ngpificant^  enough  to  affect  the 
outcome  of  die  war.  Hence,  extenial  sifipod  wouM  not  onfy  dioie  up  Laqfs  position,  but  it 
would  also  imdermine  that  of  ban.  \7VMle  ban  had  no  difB  'ty  isMaling  itself  fiom  die  rest 
of  die  natkns  of  die  world,  Hussein  was  more  than  willing  to  do  ^hat  he  could  to  hei^  that 
process  along.  Seen  in  dds  lig^  Husseiifs2eak)us  pursuit  of  Tan-Arab  Unity"  and  courting 
of  the  Soviet  IMion  and  die  IMited  States  made  eminent  sense,  fer  it  gave  Mm  the 
i^herewidial  to  withstand  the  haiian  onslau^  in  the  period  when  the  war  went  badly  for 
Iraq. 

CouM  dto  banians  have  effective  struck  at  the  bacp  center  of  gravity?  Ftobddy 
not  Given  thrar  sigpificait  militaty  and  political  defidendes,  it  is  unlikdy  that  they  could 
have  done  nucfa  more  than  they  <fid  First,  given  the  security  that  surrounded  members  of  the 
bacp  power  dite,  it  is  doubtfiil  that  any  assassinadoi  attenqit  would  have  been  successful  at 

^*Cfauhin  and  Tripp,  193. 
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kiHing  nxie  than  one  or  two  of  these  people  at  aoy  gh^  Any  such  attempt  would 
han«  onfy  increased  an  alimiy  intense  and  effixtive  secuity  apparatus.  Moreover,  attempting 
to  disarticulate  the  Iraq  inner  drcte  fixm  tbe  at  die  front  fay  destroying  ite  command  and 
contrd  fiaalities  or  otoerwise  disrupting  or  destroying  its  communicadons  networks  required  a 
level  of  sophistkatkn  well  beyond  toe  banians'  limited  means.  They  ndtoer  had  toe 
intdbgenoe  apparatus  nor  toe  targeting  capatniity  to  accotnplish  tois  task.  The  banian  Ab 
Force,  for  examine,  was  latgefy  ineffective  throu^iout  toe  war,  even  wtoen  targeting  much 
larger  and  rnore  vulnerable  targets.  As  the  IMed  States  tovnd  in  a  later  vvar  agamst  baq, 
Saddam  Ibissein  proved  maddeningj|y  difdcufr  to  locate  and  nettoalize,  even  with  tor  more 
sophisticated  md  capable  intelligence  gathering  assets  and  weapons  systems  than  the  banians 
had.  bi  short,  ban  had  ito  strat^c  noeans  of  sfrikirig  direct^  at  Hussdn  and  his  inner  drde. 

Moreover,  directly  striking  at  the  inner  circle  of  leadership  in  toe  bacp  gO)veniment 
and  nodlitaiy  would  niore  toan  likdy  han^  proTk^  counterproductive.  Such  an  act  might  wdU 
have  served  to  harden  toe  baq^  will  to  rather  than  weaken  it  More  importantly,  it 
probably  would  have  caused  greater  sipportfrjrtocommg  from  toe  Gulf  States.  These  nations 
toared  an  h^emonic  ban  in  toe  region  because  of  toe  potential  threat  that  ban's  militant^ 
Islamic  revdution  posed  to  fridr  own  vulnetable  re^mes.^  If  anytoing,  ban  needed  to 
reassure  toe  nations  of  toe  region  rather  than  further  antagonize  toent 

Peifa^  a  more  clear  cut  way  to  get  at  Ibissdn  and  his  Takriti  dite  would  have  been 
to  destrt^  or  disarticulate  toose  military  units  toat  ensured  his  hold  on  power.  IMxtunately 
the  strategy  would  probdrly  have  been  beyond  ban's  curability.  First,  this  strategy  would 

’’Ibid,  152-3. 
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have  leqpnred  tfiat  bm  oxild  efibctiv^  locale  these  inits,  bring  them  to  fa^ 
de&attiKSL  This  Qptkm  would  have  raymed  a  much  mote  snfhiiekaiifttl  iiiidli3ence 
appCBBtuB  than  bn  possessed,  in  had  n  elechoik  means  of  siavcying  the  battkfieict  and 
its  HUMINT  capabilities  woe  both  limated  and  higjbfy  politicuBd.^ 

SeoGod,  Hussein  wu  letudam  to  ocmmt  diese  elite  fivoes  to  actual  bedfe  udess  they 
were  absohitefy  lequired.  They  tended  to  fiU  toe  rote  of  a  stiategic  resene,  being  ocinniitlBd 
ODly  win  toe  situatkii  went  badfy.'^  IhiswasespecialfytiieoftoeRcfNMican^^ 
toe  atmcred  brigades  of  toe  Baghdad  Oaniscn  uadi  toe  final  montos  of  toe  war  i^ien  baq 
resumed  toe  offensive.  Typically,  an  bntan  offensive  would  be  nearing  cufamnadon  vtoen 
Rqatodcan  Guanl  and  otoer  dite  amtored  fixmarions  were  oomnutted.  This  methodology 
ensured  two  ends:  (1)  toe  Iianiaa  attack  could  effectively  be  stopped,  and  (2)  these  dhe  Imp 
fixoes  could  be  preserved  to  fight  anotoer  day  or  preserve  toe  r^ime,  as  toe  case  dtetated. 

It  is  unclear  whetoer  toe  banians  even  understood  toe  fiiU  political  and  ndlitaiy 
importance  of  toese  particular  units  or  even  knew  who  toey  were.  Neveatoetess,  they  must 
han«  understood  at  some  levd  toat  toe  bacp  armored  and  naechatuzed  units  were  toe  creme  of 
toe  armed  forces,  ^nce  toe  banians  would  have  been  hard  pressed  to  effective^  piqwint 
toese  toroes  and  bring  toem  to  battle  as  part  of  any  deliberate  stcBt^,  they  would  have  been 
toen  fisroed  to  draw  toem  into  battte  as  part  of  a  larger  operational  jtonL  First,  it  is  doubtfiil 
that  toe  banian  militaty  leadership  had  any  iiddii^  of  campaign  planning.  Iftoeydid, 
however,  such  campaign  planning  would  have  lequiied  toe  sequendng  of  bottles  toward  a 

'^^CctdesxBen  and  Warier,  414. 

61.  See  also  Pdletiere,  97,  and  Qatoin  aad  Tr^  19,  IIS,  and  117. 
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coBmon  cad  id  fee  nyid  oytoitation  of  any  itwnedMtB  tactical  bredcttm^jbs  by 
mobile,  oonMned  anm  fbrees.  As  llie  Inmans  demoostnted  npeatedfy  tfarous^^ 
tfaeir  repertBire  was  primarily  oonfined  to  fixntal,  humap  wave  assaults  tbat  emf^oyed  few,  if 
aoy,  of  the  ate  amis  (T  services  in  the  fimuan  mili^  Iinte  nnlitaiy 
demonstrated  little  predilection,  let  alone  aptitude,  for  oombined  anns,  maneuver  war&re. 
More  important^,  teij^  diey  showed  no  understanding  of  how  to  devdop  operationai  levd 
plans  te  achieved  any  d^ree  of  faimiltaneity  or  syndroiization  to  adneve  operational  or 
strata  ends.  Sin^fy  stated,  die  Iranians  did  not  hanne  a  militao^  te  adUteve  ter  stated  goals 
daxiush  inodem  maneuver  watfire. 

The  question  remains,  dien,  Mhete  the  banians  could  have  brought  down  the  Hussein 
r^ime  Ihrou^  a  strata  of  adzitioor-  the  strategy  they  actually  undertook.  Again,  given  die 
lintitatiotK  of  dieh  militao' apparatus  and  dieb  inability  to  generate  any  etenal  siffiort  te 
posability  seems  remote.  To  win  a  war  of  ateitioti,  te  would  have  needed  berie&ctocs  that 
wouM assist d ecoriontically and resqjfdy it widi modem watfi^iting ecpiqpinenl  hitum, 

Iran  needed  to  cut  baq  off  from  its  source  of  income-  the  eaport  of  its  ml  and  financial  loans 
ficm  ote  nations- and  prevent  baqfs  iniport  of  arms.  Given  the  real  political  arid  military 
dseat  diat  ban  posed  to  die  r^kn,  that  option  does  not  seem  likely  eite.  A  strata  of 
attrition  requires  a  nation  to  outlast  its  opponent  ban  did  not  have  die  internal  resources  or 
military  capability  to  aoooii|dbh  dns  end.  More  critically,  it  was  bodi  unwilling  and  unable 
to  gcrierate  external  siqjpoct  darou^  diploniacy  bi  short  ban  did  not  have  the  means  to  win 
an  unlimited  war  with  baq.  It  only  had  the  means  to  fi^  a  war  of  limited  ends,  die 
restoration  of  its  bom' 
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To  ym  tbe  war,  ibc  Khomeini  Regmie  would  hove  needed  to  destroy  or  dedsivdy 
neutiali2B  in  some  effective  way  die  IhKp  stxat^  center  of  g^Bvi^  Their  Mure  to  win  die 
war  and  aooompliaii  dieir  stated  strat^c  otgectives  stemmed  uldmatefy  from  their  inoonect 
identifkation  of  the  Iracp  center  of  gravity  and  thdr  subsequent  choosing  of  the  wrong 
strata  fer  the  war.  A  realistic  assessment  oftfae  means  they  possessed  and  a  better  analysis 
of  the  nature  of  die  Ira^  center  of  grandty  would  probd:^  have  convinced  them  diat  an 
unlimited  war  was  not  winmdile,  at  least  not  in  the  way  diat  diqr  chose  to  fi^  the  war.  This 
last  point,  particulariy  in  lig^  of  their  political  rdadons  with  die  Si^ieqxiwers  and  die  other 
nations  in  the  r^ion,  should  have  cued  diem  to  die  great  risk  they  were  taking  and  caused 
them  to  seek  more  limited  otgeedves  in  the  war. 

OGMOUSIGNS 

In  die  end  Iraq  was  &oed  with  a  war  it  could  not  win,  aid  Iran  was  &oed  widi  a  war 
it  probably  would  not  lose.  Bodi  nations  realned  M  too  late  in  die  war  that  thdr  strat^c 
otgeedves  were  not  obtainable.  In  die  interim  the  war  devolved  into  a  senseless  slaughter  diat 
accomplished  almost  nodiing  politically  for  eidier  side.  If  war  is  nothing  but  the  continuation 
of  pditics  other  means,  then  bodi  sides,  by  ultimatdy  Ming  to  achieve  their  political 

olgectives  in  the  war,  lost  die  war. 

The  oonchisioiis  to  be  taken  fbcxn  this  conflict  should  be  Mfy  evident  First,  a  nation 
must  have  clear  and  adiievable  otgectives  in  a  war.  Those  otgectives  must  be  lodoed  at 
critically  in  li^  of  the  enemy's  own  goals.  If  a  nation  intends  to  fight  a  limited  war  and  its 
enemy  is  willing  to  fight  an  unlimited  war  in  response,  then  the  nation  with  the  limited 
otgectives  had  better  be  prepared  to  fight  with  unlimited  means  to  secure  those  limited 
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oijjeclives.  Ihe  men  it  uses  hid  better  be  dincted  it  <iie  most  effective  iw^rctfadhievii^ 
itt  limited  ends 'While  li  Ibe  same  time  peoying  ^Nbflt  die  enemy  can  and  wifl  do  m  letum  to 

pKCVCflt  tilBff  SCfaM^^COEKOL 

Tbfa  conademtion  has  important  ramHicarkMis  fcr  the  next  conduskiL  Tbemeansfer 
adueviiig  tfaese  objectives  must  indude  a  dctermiiwtiop  of  vfnt  die  enemy's  strategic  center 
(tf  gtandty  actually  is  and  then  vfiiaC  must  be  done  to  that  center  of  gnimty  to  achieve  those 
ends.  Tltelran-baq  Wat;  if  nothing  efaCi  unequivocally  denaonshBtedtfam  a  iMtioD*s  strategic 
objectives  must  be  inesdiicafafy  tied  to  vfiat  it  can  and  must  do  to  the  enemy's  center  of 
gsvity.  Faced  widi  an  enemy  that  is  fighting  an  unlimited  wsr,  a  nation  must  be  prqpared  to 
take  dedsive  action  against  the  enemy's  center  of  gravity  as  eariy  as  possible  in  the  conflict 
Odiervdse,  dte  vm  promises  to  go  on  and  on  undl  both  ades  ediaust  themselves  or  diQr  lose 
their  resolve  to  cany  on  with  die 'war.  The  war,  by  neoesaty  will  devdve  into  a  war  of 
attrition.  Nations  dm  fight  fir  limited  objectives  typically  do  not  want  to  be  dtawn  into 
extended  weas  of  attrition  because  die  time  and  resources  required  to  fight  such  wars  work 
inexoraUy  against  die  acfaievenKm  of  dmr  limited  ends. 

The  lesson  here  is  unmnstricaWe.  bi  conventional  wars  where  a  nation  fights  an  enemy 
with  unlimited  goals,  pditical  signalling  dirou^  die  seizure  of  tenain  and  an  incrementalist 
approadi  to  committing  forces  lead  oidy  to  an  expmsioo  of  the  conflict  rather  than  a 
narrowing  of  it  It  is  an  en[]pty  gesture  to  threaten  die  use  ever  greater  force  i^ainst  an 
enemy  comnntted  to  fightmg  bade  with  all  possible  ineaiis  to  achieve  total  victory.  Such 
direats  probdily  will 'MVfk  only  in  the  arena  of  nudear  detenenoe.  What  is  peramoimt  in 
limited  wars  is  keeping  the  enemy  fimn  preventing  the  achievement  of  one^s  own  objectives. 
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Qnl^  deatracdcxi,  defeat,  or  disarticularion  of  fee  enemas  center  of  spsvity  will  make  feis 
happen.  11»  enemy  s  strategic  kadecfe^  nmte  be  oonvinoed  feat  a  oootmualkii  of  fee 
oonffict  is  fotile.  Most  oonvindng  to  feem  will  be  fee  loss  of  feeir  center  of  gravity-  fee 
denteot  of  natknal  power  upon  wfakfa  feetr  war  effort  is 

Ibe  fend  oonchnion  of  fee  Iran-Iiaq  War  is  feat  a  feorougbgofeg  analysis  of  fee 
enemys  center  of  gravity  can  give  Strang  ctiies  about  (1)  wfaat  specific  dements  of  enemys 
overall  narional  system  must  be  targeted  to  destroy,  defeat  or  disarticiilate  his  center  of 
gravity,  (2)  ^diat  appropriate  national  strat^3f(s)  miglt  be  used  to  get  at  feese  targets,  and 
(3)  vdiefeer  fee  costs  and  risks  invdved  in  attacking  a  particular  center  of  gravity  warrant 
fighting  according  to  fee  proposed  strat^.  Ibe  heuristic  modd  proposed  in  fee  first  sectkn 
of  fets  psper  is  designed  to  give  fee  stiatqic  leader  a  mefeoddogy  feat  leads  him  to  fee 
analysis  si^gested  above.  Admhtedty  feis  paper  has  fee  advantage  of  hindsight;  fee  historian 
knows  much  about  fee  two  belligexents  feat  they  did  not  know  about  each  ofeer. 

Neverfedess,  fee  center  of  gravity  modd  proposed  in  feis  paper  should  tdoe  fee  analyst 
ferou^  a  mental  process  feat  leads  to  fee  asking  of  fee  right  quesdons  about  fee  enemy. 

This  insight  feen  leads  to  fee  next  oGodusion. 

Ibe  stucty  of  fee  ban-Iiaq  War  suggests  feat  nadoos  abod  to  go  to  war  need  to  know 
as  tmirfi  about  fee  polidcs,  economy  and  culture  of  a  nadon  feey  ate  aboitf  to  fight  as  its 
militaiy  capabilides.  Moreover,  feey  must  understand  how  fee  politics,  cuhixe,  economy,  and 
mUhaty  all  interrelate.  Ibat  is,  feey  must  understEBid  fee  potential  enemy  hdisdcalty- how 
he  operates  as  a  ^'stem  rafeer  fean  ^feat  fee  individual  component  parts  of  his  system  can  or 
cannot  do.  This  is  important  &r  several  reasons.  First  systems  are  self-compensadng  in 
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tilii  often  one  oomponat  of  the  system  often  iggeoeBates  the  functioBS  of  or  icptooes  lotfaer 
conyowrt  liiit  h«  bcm  dmiyd  <y  dest^^  SeoGod,  ifae  ckmenls  of  lalknd 
fiequenlfy  ao  Bienwowm  iMifa  each  ate  m  a  ghf«  stale  dat  Goe  camot  tiuly  indentand  ow 
oGOfnnatcsBoqptmteniisafhGwkbiiieadaledvndi  11ior1»  indeEstandiiig  tbe 

clyiiate  ifittewhipB  betwwi  tte  indwte  copyoDte  of  Ifae  eoenay 
te  ktaotitete  of  critte  nodbi  and  ImkagGS  te  afiect  Ilia  iwdKbeing  of  die  oi^ 

FmaDy,  undetending  diB  enemy  holisticaliy  can  lead  ID  die  ooUective  use  of  all  a  nates 
Gnm  matnanents  nationd  pGRwer  in  die  nust  efiBted  atid  advaatageous  way  to  achieve  its 

stret^jc  otgecdves  in  die  war. 

The  leoognitkii  of  die  need  for  a  licdistic  evahiadan  poims  die  way  for  inteUigenoe 
odlectkii  and  anafysis.  Gertainfy  die  operatxte  <teacleriste  of  Ibe  enemy's  armed  forces 
arecnidallyingxxtant^bmdiey  are  onfy  a  port  of  die  equation.  Equally  as  important  is 
knowledge  aboit  political  powgrriatinredi^widan  die  gPvcmnKPt,  die  relationahipbet^^ 
die  militaiy  and  die  govenaneot  in  power,  cuttual  nxies  and  atfiliides  diat  effect  how 
scMers  will  how  economic  %tQcs  impact  on  piMic  support  for  the  war,  what  kind  of 
human  losses  the  peofde  of  a  nati  «e  prqxved  to  widistand  fir  a  particular  government, 

which  industries  are  most  critical  to  the  war  effect,  and  so  oa  Ihese  oe  oofy  a  fiwv  of  die 
rriatknsh^  diat  may  be  ccidcal  fir  intdligenoe  anafysts  to  consider. 

Notice  also  diat  diese  rdtotionships  cannot  ieat%  be  captured  by  canaetas  and  other 
dectronac  eavesdroppii^  devices.  Ihey  are  mtarigfides  diat  require  HUMIhn' collection  a^ 
suijective  analysis,  not  merely  order  of  battle  statistics.  \Vhik  ^laoe  platfbrins  and  ULIRA 
devkes  cm  tell  a  nation  much  about  die  objective  nature  of  die  enemy,  diey  cannot  tell 
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nealy  as  niKfa  alnit  its  lias  ooacliJSKooertainfyaqMesfo  the 

estrf)lBl«ient  of  odaiBive  and  weiKcatahHahed  HUMKT  aystems  withm  tfac  beadecs  of  all 
potential  enemy  nations.  Uadentaudably,  this  task  is  cadrandy  time  ccaisunMnft  politicaUy 
and  pfayskalfy  ridiy,  and  subject  to  a  fiarly  low  success  late. 

TUs  last  oonsidentian  leads  to  sdll  anotfaer.  Nations  must  be  camfiil  not  to  oonfiise 
openSiaaal  oenim  of  gnvitks  with  stntegic  delineating  a  ligorous  and 

complete  distinction  between  die  two  is  wdl  beyond  the  scope  of  das  paper,  the  following 
can  be  said  safety.  The  destnictioo,  defeat,  or  desiraction  of  opentkiial  centem  of  gmvity 
feould  ahways  lead  to  die  ifissedution  of  die  sttat^  center  of  gnvity.  Ihey  are  oontributoiy 
in  nature.  By  necessity  diey  wiU  pnhnarity  be  militaQr  targets.  Often,  but  not  always;  they 
will  be  a  key  unit  or  dement  of  die  enemy's  amnd  feroes  diat  protects  some  vital  component 
of  die  national  system  sdU  nxae  inportant  to  die  national  war  esSot  MVhile  destniction  or 
defeat  of  dKse  militaty  taigas  can  lead  uldmald^  to  d»  downfeU  of  die  stRiqic  center  of 
gnwity,  diey  are  not  the  sane  entity-- at  least  not  the  entirety  of  it  The  lesson  to  be  leamed 
fiom  die  ban-baq  War  is  dot  die  armed  foroes  d  a  nation  may  wdl  not  be  its  strata 
cerSer  of  but  instead  mer^  its  protector.  Herioe,  the  defeat  of  k^milftaiyiBiits  or 
the  destniction  of  critical  industries  and  oommiiications  netwodcs  may  lead  to  tactical  or 
operational  levd  success  but  not  necessacity  to  strat^^  success.  Bie  modd  in  this  paper  is 
designed  to  hety  die  strat^ic  leader  b^in  making  die  important  disdnetion  between 
operational  centers  of  gravity  and  strati  ones  so  he  can  design  a  strata  with  die  prapa 
linki^  between  them. 

The  modd  presented  in  dus  p^ier  also  hetys  the  stialegic  leader  differentiate  between 
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Mpk  or  ol^miwi  <■!  dactaMyiflU  Ob  cottr  of  pwily  ni  the 

oBiKorpHhytalC  U«tetliiiiiodel<heoBB<orof»wi?riohe«iii*«oodii» 
qMmoaoinMdofiwtenllinta«»  CnOwofgwier^iBBiBwinhweanor 

Th*  nocte  «i4  IUo*»  he  BiBtol  <»<««>' or  nSiedly  Ih^ 


mo«  i»  «■(  a  h«^  fl*  "ft*  <“•*•»*  **'*“  *'^ ’'**'^ 

nlteoGUdoaOtofvwtVhadf.  SUBq»tMg»fltol»dive«lhtDO»bee»ihjB^ 

ii|ftrf<|gmteilMHl»wiilphi<leciBvolyritoiiigtt»vmuofgB»t^-  Themodcl 

Itaote  dilute*  bbMW  Biii  fiiiAmenld^  woBg  IhUiig  4«  **0^oJ|y 

inTort«l«a*cmheo«mofwwi9fltlhBaM«ih!win«^^  W** 

oaias  iJtooMy  is  diooai«  to  h9  »*^*“  <*  >>* ‘*P*” 

pqiffrfill  iriirfWMhipg  in  the  epemy*s  entire  iMlioDal  systm 
Fn*%.  tlK  lote  of  thW  party  natkiB  B  te 
^antyooukl  indeed  be  saAefc^  IfMlkiBCKtenialtothefaD*aq  W»co^ 
hac^s  ccrter  of  ywity  financial  and 

thou^ttekiiodnctkiirf  TheentertoiHiieotoffiiispoasa^ 

leads  to  acne  iwMKativc  tlw#ls  alK^ 

shift.  One Mfy obvious^ it oouW shift wcwW be tteougb a sigpificartd^ 
more  rfftK  political  nalitoty,  ccxjnomic,  ao^ 

SdU  anodw  way  would  be  flioi^  the  gain  of  an  ally  ftMt  possesses  some  slreng^  that 

tiMfcnwllrpcwwrielaliond#bet^  This  transfianation  of  power 
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woldd  tin  fixge  a  new  center  of  fftKity,  most  peobabfy  a  conyogite  system  between  tiie  two 
oounlries.  Fmalfy,  radfeal  naiopvitkn  (v  fareaktiioiisbe  in  teGiiiok)gy,  dodri^ 
productkxi,  soiioes  of  revenue;,  or  tiie  Hke  could  abo  cause  sigpificaot  ahentiflos  in  a 
cauatty's  center  of  gnwi^.  Cbe  cnfy  needs  to  tiunk  diout  tiie  introductian  of  tiie  atonnc 
bomb  to  the  Second  Wodd  War  to  give  tins  possibility  credenoeL 

The  stnxig  possibility  tint  centers  of  gravity  are  mutsUe  also  poiols  to  tiie  problem  of 
cleariy  delineatiog  tito  M  scope  of  a  strati  center  of  gmvity.  tfone  accepts  that  dements 
of  a  strat^jc  center  of  gravity  can  pass  in  and  out  of  its  "systemic  boundaries"  or  change 
tin  idatkndii^  witii  each  other,  tin  it  is  jtiauaUe  that  tiie  boundaries  tihennelves  may  be 
more  tin  a  littie  fiizay.  Moreover,  it  will  always  be  difBcult  to  determine  bow  fir  out  a 
center  of  gravity's  radius  of  strer^  extends.  Therefiie,  it  appears  tiiat  the  exact 
detensunatkxi  of  the  center  of  gravity's  tystemic  boundaries  will  alwtys  be  somewhat 
ariatnay.  The  impoitant  tasi;  tin  will  be  to  capture  as  niich  of  the  center  of  gravity 
system  in  the  initial  anatysb  as  possiUe.  ^^dule  tiie  stnS^jc  leader  will  not  have  to  capture 
it  perfictly,  be  will  have  to  get  enough  of  it  right  to  design  n  appropriate  strategy  ftr  ins 
own  country. 

The  preceding  matysis  suggests  vety  strongty  that  centers  of  gntvity  may  be  comitiex, 
non-linear  systems  that  may  be  very  difBcutt  to  isdate,  target  and  destroy  in  modem  watfire 
ghn  a  staters  dnlity  to  disperse,  hide;,  and  harden  its  critical  assets.  Moreover,  because  of 
tiieir  oomidex  nature,  prediction  of  tin  fiihae  based  on  the  actions  taken  against  tim  will 
also  be  troiiUesome.  As  mentioned  earlier,  tfadr  ability  to  sdf-compensate  or  change  to 
protect  tiiemsdves  makes  an  assessment  of  how  nucfa  damage  has  been  done  to  thdr 
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cohah/tness  Md  ovttiU  atwigfa  an  educated  As  in  all  fixms  of  oonflkt,  a 

befiigant  iwQl  ahva^  attenyjt  to  hide  or  disguise  its  iiguria  and  weaknesses  that  result  fitan 
his  opponenifs  actions.  Id  addition,  die  diear  oonfdexity  and  vastness  of  an  entire  natk^ 
system  ^  probahly  dpgnde  its  enemas  ability  to  make  a  complete  and  thorough  damage 
assessment  CMtkal  nodes  and  litdcages  diat  allow  the  center  of  g^asHty  to  survive  may  go 
undetected  aod  das  may  not  he  engaged.  Moreover,  odier  varidiles  not  proviousty  seen  or 
consideted  may  ]day  a  critical  ide  m  die  survival  of  the  center  of  gravity. 

AU  of  the  above  should  poim  fbcoefiilty  to  die  &ct  that  center  of  cavity  detennination 
and  anatysts  is  a  tenibty  inexact  and  mesty  busmess.  Moreover,  it  is  daught  widi  liric 
because  onefs  Imowfedge  of  the  enenty  is  always  imperfect  Nevetdiekss,  the  model  used  in 
tfab  case  study  riiould  at  least  take  die  literature  one  stq>  doser  to  a  usefid  product  that 
claiifies  and  unifies  thirddmg  about  die  nature  of  dus  dusive  and  difficult  concept  Hope&Uy 
it  will  lieh>  to  put  more  rigor  and  discqiiiiie  into  the  debate  about  what  constitutes  a  center  of 
gravity,  tor  at  least  now  the  doctrine  comamity  has  a  distinctly  arikulated  set  of  conditions 
fiom  \riiidi  it  can  ai$ust  to  arrive  at  a  doser  approximation  of  the  trulfa. 
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